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More attention for theater safety with stringent rules to monitor equipment
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The serious accident occurred
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tries throughout the world have introduced vari-

recently at the concert of the pop-
ular Hong Kong boy band MIR-
ROR has attached media atten-

tion across the globe. Many coun-

ous measures in recent years to strengthen the su-
pervision of theater safety. For example, several
workplace safety regulations in the U.K. are appli-
cable to the monitoring of stage facilities, while
certain states in the U.S. and Australia have been
gradually promulgating regulations on stage perfor-
mances. Dedicated groups have also been set up
by the entertainment industry of many countries
to provide practitioners with more safety guide-
lines for activities.

The U.K. promulgated the Health and Safety
at Work etc. Act in 1974, and subsequently updat-
ed several regulations applicable to supervising

preparatory
work, including the Lifting Operations and Lifting

stage performances and relevant
Equipment Regulations passed in 1998, the Work
at Height Regulations in 2005, and the Reporting

of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences
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Regulations in 2013. According to the regulations,
organizers are required to submit to the authori-
ties a risk assessment report before the events, de-
tailing the potential risks and the emergency re-
sponse plans.

Under the Work at Height Regulations, employ-
ers are required to take appropriate steps to pre-
vent injury to any person or the fall of any materi-
al or object. The Association of British Theatre
Technicians therefore requires event organizers to
comply with the regulations and add safety wires
to all hanging equipment, replacing chains that
had been previously used but not certified to car-
ry a particular load. All safety wires are properly
rated to carry loads from 5kg to 100kg, capable of
hanging large lighting or other equipment safely.

A variety of equipment required for stage per-
formances in the U.K. would also be subject to
the regulations. Taking the cable as an example,
the person in charge needs to perform a visual in-
spection first to check whether the cable is bro-
ken, damaged or has been fixed, and arrange for
urgent repair by professionals where necessary.

Ladders and other required equipment would
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need to be maintained and tested regularly, with
the frequency determined by local authorities.

On the other hand, an accident happened at
an outdoor music festival in Texas, U.S. last No-
vember, leading to the death of 10 people in a
crush. The "Texas Task Force on Concert Safety"
was then set up by the local authority soon after
the accident, which issued a report in April this
year to provide advice on supervising large-scale
events. It was suggested that a centralized on-site
command and control group be established by the
organizer to supervise the operation of the event,
and it would need to be stopped immediately if ac-
cidents or security threats are found. The local of-
ficials also preserve the right to turn down an or-
ganizer's application for event if any misconduct
or malpractice is involved.

The task force specifically advised that regula-
tors pay close attention to the social media of the
artists. If the artists have asked the audience to ig-
nore the safety risks, the relevant event would be
deemed in violation of regulations and the organiz-
er would be held responsible for any casualties

and property damage arising from the event. The
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task force also provided guidelines for event orga-
nizers in search for resources regarding the train-
ing of security personnel.

The U.S. entertainment industry had formed
that "Event Safety Alliance” (ESA) in 2011, bring-
ing together many safety specialists to provide
technical assistance for large-scale events; while
The Event Safety Guide published by ESA is the
country's first published safety guidance directed
specifically at the live event industry, offering stan-
dards and guidelines on the handling of props
such as ropes, as well as various contingency
plans, to help industry professionals better en-
hance stage safety.

Moreover, the Department of Health in West-
ern Australia had also issued the Guidelines for
concerts, events and organized gatherings in 2009,
offering detailed recommendations on the risk
management of various activities. The guidelines
cover areas in venue design, facility arrangements
and fire safety etc., and remind event organizers
to pay attention to alcohol and drug abuse issues
and try best to minimize the impact of large-scale

gatherings over the environment.
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- You will never reach your destination if you
stop and throw stones at every dog that barks.
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- Success is not final; failure is not fatal: It is
the courage to continue that counts. (I A &
KB WO IR H &S > i B9 J2 BGE 55 519 i
1)

- This is the lesson: never give in, never give
in, never, never, never, never — in nothing,
great or small, large or petty — never give in ex—
cept to convictions of honour and good sense.
Never yield to force; never yield to the apparent-
ly overwhelming might of the enemy. (75 &%
Al 2 AT > KR 5 KR 5 KA 5 KA AR
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