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Increasing incentives to boost inoculation rate of young children
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primary schools, or even the whole school, have

and even critical cases have aris-
en in Hong Kong as the epidem-
ic of COVID-19 continues, and

some classes of kindergarten or

been suspended due to the outbreak. Meanwhile,
the inoculation rate of children aged 6 months to
3 years is 12% only, and the paediatric wards in
hospitals are full, which is worrying. At present,
the inoculation rate of children aged 6 months to
11 years is not high enough to build a strong pro-
tective barrier, therefore, the Government should
expedite the expansion of Vaccine Pass coverage,
step up publicity and education, and proactively
arrange outreach vaccination at schools, to over-
come the disease prevention shortcomings in the
shortest time possible and safeguard the health of
young children.

The hospital admission rate of young children
has been on the rise, and a 15-month-old girl suf-
fered from shock. A consensus has long been
reached among the medical profession that vacci-

nation is the most effective way to prevent severe
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cases and death, but until early September, the
inoculation rate of children under 3 years old is
12% only, and that of children aged 5 to 11
years is as low as 60%, the lowest among all the
age groups eligible for receiving vaccination.

Children under 3 became eligible for COV-
ID-19 vaccination on 4 August, but as of early
September, only more than 12,000 children had
received the vaccination, with an average of 400
children per day, an unsatisfactory progress. Rea-
sons behind the low vaccination rate among
young children may vary: some parents have the
misconception that symptoms of young children
contracted of coronavirus are mild and worry
about the falsely rumoured strong side effects of
inoculation, thus being passive and unmotivated
to bring their children for inoculation; others
wish their children to receive Comirnaty vaccine
which is not yet available in Hong Kong to chil-
dren under 5 years, exposing their children to
considerable risks of contracting the virus.

To dispel the misconceptions held by some par-
ents, the Government should strengthen the ef-

forts for education and the publicity of correct in-
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formation, and invite experts to alert parents,
with scientific statistics and real-life cases, that
children contracted of coronavirus could face
dire consequences. Professor Lau Yu-lung, mem-
ber of COVID-19 Expert Advisory Panel, re-
ferred the current situation in Hong Kong as a
race against the epidemic, calling it urgent to
boost the vaccine uptake among children aged 6
months to 11 years. Moreover, many experts
have restated that both vaccines, CoronaVac or
Comirnaty, are highly effective in reducing se-
vere diseases. In a serious epidemic, the virus will
not wait for the vaccine, nor should the parents.
Another important way to boost the vaccina-
tion rate is to increase incentives. The vaccina-
tion rate of people aged 12 to 59 years is nearly
100% , thanks to various external incentives.
Full-day classes are only allowed in secondary
schools with 90% of students are triple vaccinat-
ed, and parents and students proactively get vac-
cinated, hoping for no more class suspensions.
The majority of adults have to go to work and
participate in social activities, and people aged

12 and above are required to present their vacci-
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During the recession, many workers were idle at
home.
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He is a very clever boy, but he is bone idle.
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The man is really suspicious; he has been
wandering around for days. The devil finds work for
the idle hands.
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nation passes when entering and leaving specified
premises, which incentivised those people to re-
ceive the vaccination. However, at present, kin-
dergartens and primary schools maintain
half-day face-to-face classes, which is not linked
to the vaccination rate, and some of this cohort
of people are exempted from the Vaccine Pass,
both leading to the low young children vaccina-
tion rate.

The Government is studying to extend the ap-
plicable age of the Vaccine Pass to cover chil-
dren aged 5 to 11, to reduce the harm caused by
the epidemic to them. The Government should
study the details and implement them as soon as
The should link

full-day face-to-face classes in kindergartens and

possible. Education Bureau
primary schools to the vaccination rate, so as to
increase the incentive for that cohort of children
to get vaccinated. On the extension and linking,
the Government should promptly announce the
details, including the implementation timeline, to
allow parents enough time to bring their children
for vaccination, thus providing more effective pro-

tection of young children.
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Idle hands are the devil's playground. Parents
need to give their children suitable activities during
the summer holidays.
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Many scams are committed by the unemployed.
Idle hands are the devil's tools.
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The devil finds work for the idle hands.
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