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Rubbish Doubles After the Festive Season

TEAD N—ZNSHE = HRCERFHMEA

SRR PR - (ARG T RN -

REHRTHAIZR » PR R R 5Bk

HOF-H A T A AFLEE A LLBRINRE RS I T % o TH

GO G B PR > R TN AR R A SR A

AAAT > AR 4 I T 1 T TR T {8 5 e A i i
it o

AEPRKEHEIERAR > AT R FANEEZ = RAR
ABSINEE BEG A HBRE (T o SR L2t 7 A R e e > e
FIAD T RAMNEE A B [1TR] - M2 MEHHEA R
BRIGE N > R THREAE R DR e o b #ER -~ 7HL
SAL R R A I R B AF T > WER(EE TR RIEHE - 50t
B~ IR B AR ERAE > IORIEIN TYE R T AR -

TEB H B > il SCMERGCH TR S AR S S BRI A R
PRI E R — AP A o HERIT R > 03R4 TR D —Z /M
BHTTER » SRR > IR ARSI BLS - At
SAERIIFARSS TR STAT BROERR « SRAES BN (R B#0r
WRIFEAHRFIATEL > KA BEIRIIE -

LA FLAR B P oY [ R — A AR P2 R T RAE B A
KPR > BUGHUASEREAN  RRFARZEA o AR B A
TIPS F A4 NBRRS > BN iR s (R A5 B R Al -
BUVEEER AL B NREE -

IR > FrZ i RAEBEG R A E T A Bk > ARih -~ 84S

JEA B DU ] B o S5 /R N A R A B
It o HAR RA N -

FESCESERETI R » 768 N (B35 A E Bki) ALk
FIHEET K 1,500 7C - BRIE - PR (RS b SR fL IR Rl s
ATBEAIEI R 2,000 TE A AR 14K -

AN BAEZR PR AT R A M F B BRI R o £E
FOK B RATIRAT RSN AE R T LR » PRERRE R
BERREZ RHE I T —A% > [ AR A — B B () 5 b 3 40 5
N AR BEIRAT > B PR AR 2L/ AR A 463 o

A FR R AR > PRI R0 K 4 B A SRR
B ARZ > [—MEEH > ASRGE - (HE R E R HE AR
LAFRZ R > Hh - SR EE T B > BT
A EREERIAEER > TS Hig > B TSR
PRSI > T8 o | FHs -

FHAZRR » KAETEA 14 MR > HROEE TAERRNY - i
BT L NI TAE /NG » 85> & EEHK T N AR -
ot HI A5 e R S R0 [ A i > DA T ANER AR Aok
o [—RERE R —EE LA R > Feb iR s
TEE - HPRRKEIR TAERKRI - HWEAMHIRAS e I A F5
B> TN TAEERE > 20T o ]

WHF > ZEMEELATERK - R 1.1 8Z0HE
B LAEZAESR > JUH AR HIRE E=r > &

P B AN TR IS Sl H A BIRIE 2 BT - B
MTIHET AL TR, > DS TA -

BiEh R  EREEFHEXENIR MEFZTANEE -

ARE R

BRERIET

Many spent their festive sea-

Fl; son with families and friends to
@ enjoy the moon's splendour, but
a significant amount of rubbish
has always been left behind. Ac-
cording to cleaners from public housing, the
amount of household rubbish in public housing
estates has doubled during the Mid-Autumn Festi-
val, as has the amount of waste in public areas.
"The government should provide Hardship Allow-
ance or Holiday Allowance to the frontline clean-
ers," said HKFTU Legislative Councillor Luk
Chung-hung, adding that the workload of clean-
ers is huge. Still, it is extremely difficult to recruit
new workers to the industry.

This year, the Mid-Autumn Festival falls on a
weekend, and many enjoyed a three-day public
holiday from Saturday onwards to celebrate the
festival with their friends and relatives. Many
went out to enjoy the moon's splendour and
"check-in". However, much rubbish was left be-
hind at various spots, and cleaners had to step up
their efforts in the morning. In particular, a sub-

stantial amount of lanterns, fluorescent sticks, and

leftover food and drink packaging were discarded
at Victoria Park, the West Kowloon Cultural Dis-
trict and the Victoria Harbour Promenade, add-
ing the burden of cleaners.

On the following night of the Mid-Autumn Fes-
tival, Hong Kong Wen Wei Po reporters went to
Victoria Park and Tamar Park near the Central
and Western Promenade in Admiralty to inspect
the area. The area around the venue was consid-
ered clean, and there was no littering, nor was
there any rubbish piled up next to the rubbish
bins. According to the security guards on patrol,
the public was very orderly and civic-minded,
and there was no littering.

Many were celebrating and having picnics
along the Central and Western District Prome-
nade. Most of the wvisitors complied with the
four-person outdoor gathering limit and banners
were set up nearby to remind them to keep social
distance. Still, there were occasional groups of
more than four people and many did not clear
all the rubbish before leaving the site. Paper tow-
els, plastic bags, plastic bottles and masks were

seen everywhere. A few people followed the
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Mid-Autumn tradition of lighting candles for en-
joyment, but no sign of wax-boiling was seen.

The Leisure and Cultural Services Department
(LCSD) reminds people littering at LCSD venues
such as parks and beaches are liable to a penalty
of $1,500, while the maximum penalty for burn-
ing wax, throwing objects onto trees or flying sky
lanterns is a fine of $2,000 and 14 days' imprison-
ment.

In addition, the amount of household waste
generated by people staying at home for the fes-
tive season has also increased. Hui, who worked
as an outsourced cleaner at Tin Heng Estate in
Tin Shui Wai, said the amount of rubbish in the
estate has doubled during the Mid-Autumn Festi-
val. "In the past, a building in the estate filled
four large rubbish bins with domestic refuse, but
after the Mid-Autumn Festival, it took seven or
eight bins to fill them."

However, due to strict inspection, there were
not many traces of wax-boiling in the staircases
and outside the buildings, "There were one or a
few, not many, but there were more wax-boiling

in the parks and other public areas within the es-
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# 3 — : In order to make better use of Hong
Kong's advantages of gathering wealth and gas and
its influence as an international financial center, I

have invited the HKMA to prepare for a high-level

investment summit, and invited the heads of interna-
tional and mainland financial institutions to attend
and get to know Hong Kong first-hand. to explore
the future global financial opportunities and the role
that Hong Kong can play.

# 3L ¢ In order to better leverage Hong Kong's
advantages in attracting investment and its influence
as an international financial center, I have invited
the HKMA to organize a high-level investment sum-
mit. Heads of international and mainland financial
institutions will be invited to attend the summit in
Hong Kong to learn first-hand about the city's
unique advantages and investment environment,
and to discuss future global financial opportunities
and the role that Hong Kong can play.
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tate. Cleaning up the candle stains on the ground
takes a lot of time, and you must squat down,
shovel them away and use special cleaning
agents. So after these festivals, the cleaners must
deal with a lot of rubbish," Hui added.

There are 14 blocks in Tin Heng Estate, and
the workload has increased significantly after the
Mid-Autumn Festival. The cleaners worked eight
hours from morning till afternoon, partly to col-
lect rubbish inside the blocks and partly to sweep
the floors within the estate, and some workers
were responsible for washing the floors inside and
outside the blocks. However, the contractor will
not increase its manpower to clean up the floors,
so the workers must speed up their work and
keep their hands close.

She said that the cleaners in the estate were
paid a low salary of around $11,000 a month, yet
their work was not easy, especially after festivals
like the Mid-Autumn Festival. She hoped that the
Housing Authority and the outsourced contractor
would give them some allowance for their work
to show their appreciation in cleaning up the in-

creased rubbish following these festivals.
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