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Safety must be fully ensured in festivity surge
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A deadly Halloween crowd crush
in the Itaewon neighbourhood of

HAHSEIN R EFEG - 5
Seoul, Korea claimed more than
150 lives. The tragedy, which killed

four Chinese nationals and injured

two, has shocked and saddened the world, and

sounded the alarm for Hong Kong which, as the

pandemic subsides, will soon host a series of
large-scale events and have such festivities as Hallow-
een and Christmas. The HK government and event
organisers should always give the highest priority to
safety and human life, and ensure strict crowd man-
agement measures in place for events with large
numbers of people gathering and sufficient police
manpower deployed to maintain order; the general
public, in the meantime, must pay special attention
to safety when participating in such events, so as to
prevent the great pleasure from turning to sorrow.

A profound lesson can be drawn from the Seoul
crowd crush tragedy. There was no control on the
number of people or the flow of crowd, and a mas-
sive crowd flooded on a sloping alley of only 4 me-
ters wide, seriously exceeding the capacity of the
road. The high-spirited revellers lost all sense of safe-
ty. According to some witnesses, a sudden push for-
ward caused a "domino effect", resulting in the trag-
ic avalanche of bodies. Without sufficient risk aware-

ness or assessment of the unusual gathering of peo-

ple, the police failed to deploy more manpower to
control the crowd, which undoubtedly was the most
important reason for the tragedy; therefore, the
crush was inevitable when the scene went chaotic.

Of course, the causes of the Seoul tragedy should
be identified and reviewed and its lessons be learnt
by the local government, but the alarm sounded by
the huge loss of human lives should be heard by the
whole world. The tragedy stirred memories of Hong
Kong people, a similar incident in Lan Kwai Fong,
Central in 1993, and they felt a poignant empathy.
In addition to expressing our deep sadness and sin-
cere condolences, all sectors in Hong Kong should
learn a lesson from the tragedy and take it as a
warning to prevent similar tragedies from happening
again in Hong Kong.

As the pandemic subsides gradually, the Govern-
ment has relaxed the social distancing measures one
after another. The Hong Kong Food Carnival has
opened, attracting more than 100 people queuing
up outside carly in the morning to be the first to en-
ter the venue, full of charged atmosphere; restau-
rants and bars are allowed to stay open all night
from 3 November, reviving "the culture of late-night
meals"; and rich Halloween atmosphere has filled
Hong Kong, bringing crowds to gather in areas of
Lan Kwai Fong and Tsim Sha Tsui nightly to cele-

brate. With the major relaxation of restrictions after

a long period of pandemic prevention, the Govern-
ment and the police should fully assess the possible
remissness of some overjoyed citizens, seriously evalu-
ate the possible risks of various gathering activities,
and get fully prepared.

First of all, the crowd flow should be properly
managed and controlled. Ever since the Lan Kwai
Fong tragedy, crowd management measures, includ-
ing tidal movement and unidirectional flow of
crowd, have been adopted for every major event or
festive celebrations to restrict the influx of too many
people into one area within certain period. While
Hong Kong has maintained a good safety record for
large-scale events over the past 20 to 30 years, the
Seoul tragedy has once again reminded us that we
should always prepare for the worst and safety mea-
sures can never be too strict. Secondly, emotions of
the crowd at large-scale events should be well man-
aged at all times. Whenever a scene gets out of
hand due to issues like drinking, venue managers
need to timely get it back to control by persuasion
and exhortation, and the police should intervene de-
cisively when necessary. Thirdly, enforcement
should be stepped up to ensure that businesses com-
ply with the law. In the Seoul tragedy, it was report-
ed that some bars handed out candies containing
drugs to customers, which may have contributed to

the uncontrolled crowd. This also reminds the police
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of the need to clamp down on any illegal acts involv-
ing drugs and illegal medicines, and to urge all busi-
nesses never to defy the law.

Most businesses and premises in Hong Kong have
returned to normal operations and festivals and
events, such as the Hong Kong Sevens attracting
large crowds, will fill the end of the year. It deserves
special attention that many people have not had the
opportunity to celebrate the festive season in the
past three years due to the pandemic, and when
they can this year, they will gather in particularly
high number and feel exceptionally excited. The
Government and the police should escalate their re-
sponse level to ensure the safety. In addition, the
number of people travelling abroad or attending
overseas events has increased significantly following
the introduction of "0 + 3" quarantine arrange-
ments. When celebrating overseas, they should raise
their safety awareness, plan ahead well to cope with
various crises, and purposefully avoid excessive
crowd gathering.

While it is understandable for people to celebrate
during the festive season, safety and life should be
put above all else. We should all bear in mind that
the risk of the pandemic is not far away and all pan-
demic prevention measures should be strictly fol-
lowed to avoid a major rebound in infections, and

that safety is always the most important in festivities.
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from small acorns grow. This
well-known restaurant chain started from a small
road side coffee shop.
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Thanks to the hard work of the staff, the small
company completed the big project before the
deadline. Little strokes fell great oaks.
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