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Qatar forcibly relocated its foreign workers for the World Cup
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are treated. Reuters

With the start of the World
Cup in Qatar just around the
corner, there are continuing con-
cerns about how foreign workers

reported

they had only two hours to pack their belongings
and leave. Still, city officials returned to the building
at 10:30 p.m., evicted all the residents, and locked
the doors.

"We have nowhere to go," said one of the dis-
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that Qatar had forced tens of thousands of for-
eign workers involved in the construction of the
stadiums and other projects to relocate to free up
residential units in the capital Doha to receive vis-
iting fans, forcing these foreign workers, mainly
from Asia and Africa, to sleep on the streets. The
Qatar government denied the evictions related to
the World Cup and claimed that all foreign work-
ers had been relocated to safe houses.

The newspaper quoted the displaced workers as
saying that more than ten buildings in Doha's
Mansoura district had been emptied and closed
down by the authorities. In one of the buildings
where more than 1,200 people live, residents were

informed by the Qatar government at 8 p.m. that

placed workers. He was about to sleep on the
road with about ten other migrant workers. Not
far away, five men were loading a mattress and a
small refrigerator into the back of a truck. They
said they found a unit in Sumaysimah, about 40
kilometres north of Doha.’

A Qatari government official said the eviction
had nothing to do with the World Cup but was
in line with the ongoing comprehensive and
long-term plan to reorganize the Doha area and
claimed that everyone had been relocated to safe
and appropriate accommodations. FIFA did not
respond to the report, while the Qatar World
Cup organizers asked reporters to check with the

Qatar government.
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* The spokesman expressed that the
Government fully understood and will do its best to
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About 85 percent of Qatar's 3 million people
are foreign workers, and many of those evicted
are drivers, temporary workers or outsourced
workers who need to find their own homes, un-
like some who work for large construction compa-
nies and can live in dormitories that house tens
of thousands of people. One worker said the evic-
tion was aimed at single men, while foreign work-
ers with families were unaffected. The authorities
also cut some buildings' electricity to evict them.

Most of the evictions took place in neighbour-
hoods reserved for World Cup fans, with the or-
ganizer's website listing rentals in Mansoura and
other areas ranging from USD$240 to USD$426
(about HKD $1,884 to HKD $3,344) per night
during the World Cup. Qatari government offi-
cials said the authorities have been enforcing a
law passed in 2010 that prohibits workers' quar-
ters in family residential areas (i.e., most of down-

town Doha) and gives the rules the power to evict.
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Some evicted workers said they hoped to find
housing in purpose-built workers' quarters in and
around industrial areas in Doha's southwestern
suburbs or remote cities far from their workplac-
es. Some workers say it's not the first time they've
been forced to move, as some were forced to
move just at the end of September and then evict-
ed 11 days later, "and within a minute, we had
to move."

Mohammed, a driver from Bangladesh, said he
had lived in Mansoura for 14 years when he was
told he had to leave the villa he shared with 38
other people within 48 hours. He said that work-
ers building the infrastructure for Qatar's World
Cup are being marginalized as the World Cup
approaches. "Who built the stadium?" he asked.
"Who built the roads? Was it the local people of
Qatar? It's the Bangladeshis, the Pakistanis, peo-
ple like us, and now they want us to get out

when the construction is finished."
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