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Abandoned fish ponds to build houses A win-win for both conservation and development
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Finding land to build residen-
tial units is one of the most chal-
lenging problems
Kong. On the other hand, about
1,000 hectares of fish ponds in
the North District of the New Territories have
been "idled". The Hong Kong Wen Wei Po re-

porter recently went to the wetland conservation

facing Hong

area, straight to many fish ponds that have been
abandoned and lost the role of attracting migrato-
ry birds. Still, because of the conservation policy,
neither people nor birds can use it. On the con-
trary, rivers with high-rise buildings as neigh-
bours
birds'

Chairman of the Hong Kong Environmental Pro-

attracted many
habits for food. Professor Fan Hei-tai,

endangered migratory

tection Association, visited London, England, a
month ago and found that the River Thames,
once declared "ecologically dead", has replaced
the ecological role of fish ponds after the introduc-
tion of "river conservation" technology, turning it
from a "dead river" into a river that supports
over 120 species of migratory birds and fish. He
believes that it is worthwhile to learn from the ex-
perience of Hong Kong, "as long as the existing
the fish

ponds are filled in, and land is released to build

river is fully utilized for conservation,

more green and livable houses, not only can mi-

gratory birds be conserved, but also the predica-
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ment of property shortage in Hong Kong can be
solved.

To understand how the revitalized river can be
suitable for the conservation and living of migra-
tory birds, Fan Hei-tai, Chairman of the Hong
Kong Environmental Protection Association and
Secretary General of the Hong Kong Northern
Metropolitan Development Alliance, was invited
to London, England, for two weeks a month ago,
mainly to study the successful cases of the main-
stream river Thames, tributary rivers and new
community development along the river.

In a recent interview with Hong Kong Wen
Wei Po,

once declared

Fan said that the River Thames was
"ecologically dead" due to severe
pollution, as in the case of Hong Kong's rivers.
However, after the London government launched
several river improvement measures in recent
years, the Thames recorded the return of a vari-
ety of species, proving that the effectiveness of riv-
er conservation is much higher than fish pond
conservation.

In addition to the introduction of river conser-
vation in London, the Mainland is not far be-
hind. Fan recalled that he was invited by the TE-
DA Environmental Protection Association of the
Tianjin Economic Development Area to attend
the wetland conservation work in the area on the
eve of the 2008 Beijing Olympics and that he
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worked with experts from Nankai University and
Tianjin University of Science and Technology to
conduct a site visit and formulate a conservation
plan for artificial rivers. In comparison, Hong
Kong is lagging behind the Mainland.

To further prove the effectiveness of fish pond
conservation in Hong Kong, Fan Hei-tai took
Hong Kong Wen Wei Po reporters to the wet-
land conservation areas, buffer zones and existing
river channels around Mai Po, San Tin and Ma
Tso Lung recently and found that at least 60% of
the fish ponds have been abandoned or idle for a
long time. The water of the ponds is muddy.

Fan Hei-tai then took the reporter to the artifi-
cial drainage channel of Tin Ying Road in Tin
Shui Wai. Although the place was crowded with
people, migratory birds were not prevented from
feeding there, and endangered species of migrato-
ry birds, such as the black-faced spoonbill, ap-
peared from time to time, proving that the urban
rivers next to high-rise buildings can also proper-
ly conserve migratory birds and that development
and conservation can coexist.

"If you pay close attention, it is not difficult to
find that the rivers next to high-rise buildings in
Hong Kong do not obstruct the flight of migrato-
ry birds." Fan Hei-tai said many are full of myths
about conserving fish ponds, thinking that migra-
tory birds can be retained by preserving fish

ponds. Still, bird watchers in Hong Kong know a
secret: migratory birds do not stay mainly in fish
ponds but go to significant rivers in Hong Kong.
It is much better than fish ponds.

Even if migratory birds forage in fish ponds,
their habit is to stand along the shoreline of fish
ponds and feed on all sides. "Migratory birds pre-
fer to gather in the shallows in search of food
rather than in the middle of the fish pond, and if
the government invests huge resources in conserv-
ing the polluted and abandoned fish ponds, it
means that a large number of land resources will
be wasted," he said.

However, Fan pointed out that the govern-
ment does not need to allocate additional resourc-
es. "The government has a conservation fund to
subsidize the conservation of fish ponds yearly.
The Drainage Services Department carries out
routine maintenance and repair of the rivers ev-
ery year, so there is no need to allocate addition-
The
List' is an integral part of the project.”

al resources. ‘River Conservation Waiting

"Introducing 'river conservation for migratory
birds' will release the fish ponds for building hous-
es, and the sustainable economic benefits will be
more obvious. I hope the officials can take a new
approach and plan Hong Kong's conservation
work with new scientific experience and the most

effective ecology," said Fan Hei-tai.
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[When are you gonna come down? When are you
going to land? I should have stayed on the farm. I
should have listened to my old man.| 5 = F1 55 P44 11y
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AR 2 B O AR O TS & (Always On
My Mind)

Maybe I didn't treat you quite as good as I should.

Maybe I didn't love you quite as often as I could.

Little things I should have said and done. I never
took the time

You were always on my mind (H#)

Maybe I didn't hold you.

times.

All those lonely, lonely

And T guess I never told you. I am so happy that
you're mine.

If I made you feel second best, I'm so sorry 1 was
blind.
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