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Littering fines proposed to be doubled to $3,000
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The SAR Government has
submitted a proposal to the Leg-

RE
@ islative Council to increase the
fixed penalty for the offences list-

ed under the Fixed Penalty (Pub-

lic Cleanliness and Obstruction) Ordinance to
combat littering, shop obstruction and waste dis-
posal more effectively. Among them, the fixed
penalty for littering is proposed to be doubled
from the current $1,500 to $3,000, and the fine
for shop obstruction and illegal depositing of
waste is proposed to be tripled from $1,500 to
$6,000. The

one-month public consultation and is expected to

Government  will launch a
introduce the amendment bill to the Legislative
Council in the second quarter of next year at the
carliest.

The Legislative Council Panel on Food Safety
and Environmental Hygiene will discuss the in-
crease in the fixed penalty. According to the pa-

per submitted by the Government to the commit-
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tee, the current fixed penalty for the nine sched-
uled offences under the Fixed Penalty Ordinance
has not been adjusted since June 2003 and has re-
mained at $1,500. Among the listed offences,
"causing obstruction in public places" against
stores is the most serious, with an increase of
57% from 15,022 complaints in 2019 to 23,510
complaints last year, reflecting the growing prob-
lem of street obstruction by stores.

According to the Government's paper submit-
ted to the Legislative Council, the Government
has stepped up enforcement against street obstruc-
tion offences, with the number of penalty notices
increasing from about 7,612 in 2019 to 14,897
last year. Still, some illegal store operators treat
the fines as rent for unlawful use of public space.
The Department has adopted a new enforcement
strategy since October this year, including joint
operations with the police to remove illegally
placed goods and repeatedly issue a number of

fixed penalty notices within a short period of time.

The Government considers it necessary to sub-
stantially increase the fines for store obstruction
offences to achieve a deterrent effect and propos-
es to increase the relevant fixed penalty from
$1,500 to $6,000. Law enforcement officers may
prosecute either summarily or on indictment.
The Government proposes to amend the penalty
for prosecution from a fine at Level 2, i.e. $5,000
and 3 months imprisonment, to a fine at Level 4,
ie. $25,000 and 3 months imprisonment.

For the "unlawful depositing of waste" offence,
the number of fixed penalty notices issued by en-
forcement officers has increased from 173 to 264
from 2019 to last year, an increase of over 50%.
The Government cleared over 2,000 tons of
fly-tipped construction waste in public places last
year. Some contractors are using the fine as an
operating cost to dispose of construction waste, so
the proposed fixed penalty for the offence has tri-
pled to $6,000.

As for the offence of "littering or waste dispos-

al in public places", the number of complaints
has also increased in the past three years. 46,437
fixed penalty notices were issued for littering last
year, which is the highest among all listed offenc-
es. The Government proposes to double the fixed
penalty to $3,000 for these offences and six other
scheduled offences, such as spitting in public plac-
es and fouling streets with dog faeces.

The paper mentioned that the Government
had considered introducing a "progressive fixed
penalty”, i.e., increasing the fixed penalty on the
second and subsequent occasions. Still, a re-
al-time and complete database would be re-
quired, which is expected to make the enforce-
ment process more complicated and increase the
chance of disputes between enforcement officers
and the public. On balance, it is considered more
efficient and cost-effective to increase the fixed
penalty amount and, where appropriate, issue
multiple fixed penalty notices to repeat offenders

within a short period.
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"Looking to make a splash at your next holiday

party? The ugly Christmas sweater is hotter than ever,
with options for everyone in the family (including your
furry friends) to get in on the fun. This year, bolder is
better, so we suggest picking an ugly Christmas sweater
that is festooned with tinsel, ornaments and all the
festive spirit you can handle.”
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"Celebrated on December 16, National Ugly Sweater
Day is a chance for people across the U.S. to allow
their tackiest, most hideous Christmas sweater to shine.
But how are you supposed to stand out among a sea of
equally awful outfits?"
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"Is the sweater purely a novelty item, or can these
sweaters actually be stylish? Those sweaters are tacky
and ugly. They are typically seen as fast fashion
garments. When they wear out, you can throw them
away. They are made in mass in order to be thrown
out. This ultimately leads to is Christmas sweaters not
being financially or environmentally friendly."
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