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F3F : So under the National 14th Five-Year Plan,
we are aiming to build HK as an international
I&T hub as a very good technology hub for the
world. What will ASTRI do to achieve this goal?
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=7 Well, T think it's very clear if you look at
President Xi's visit in July. The only place that usu-
ally he won't go, this time he went is actually Sci-
ence Park. So I think promoting HK to be the
I&T ecosystem and an innovation hub actually is
not something only HK will do, it's actually the
China's initiative to help HKSAR to become a role
of going into the international side.
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I think for enhancing the whole innovation hub,
there are few areas that we need to look at. One is
how do we get the basic university research to com-
mercialize, because HK, actually, if you look at the
QS 100 ranking, five universities are ranked in the
top 100, but I think there is an improvement that
can be made, which is to look at those resecarchers
in the HK top universities to apply to help HK,
help GBA, so that HK becomes an innovation hub.
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Secondly, it's actually talent which we just men-
tioned, and then thirdly, it's actually how we build
an ecosystem. What the government policy is?
What the university research are? What are the
research institutes that can match? And then
how do you match with, what we call com-
mercialization, how the companies use it.
If these four areas can be interconnected
and make it more positive, I think HK
will definitely be able to become the big in- =
novation hub of the world.
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F ¥ : Mentioning about the GBA, the Greater
Bay Area, how do you envision the development of
applied science and technology in the GBA, and
how can ASTRI contribute to this development?
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& : Thats a very good question. Actually, AS-
TRI has about 70 people in Shenzhen right now,
and these 70 people actually, we will be probably
doubling that soon. We are working with Futian

government, and Futian government is actually
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working with us on different projects, and
they're actually using also the GBA universi-
ties like the HKUST, to have PhD students work-
ing on our projects.
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And my belief is, the HK technology side has a
lot to learn from what Shenzhen has, because
when you use a technology in HK, the most you
can use is 7 million people using it, and that is not
enough to become a unicorn. If you look at HK's
12 to 18 unicorns right now, they become unicorn
not because they are having revenue in HK, they
become unicorns because they are having big reve-
nue either in mainland or in outside China, on the
overseas areas. So I think to really cultivate this,
when you look at the HK and GBA connection on

technology, we need to work more closely together.
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Also, we need to have an exchange in talent, so
the ASTRI's role is actually creating a bigger GBA
presence, so that our 500 researchers in HK and
our 70 researchers in Shenzhen can interconnect to
look at what are the deepest technology nowadays,
what we are working on and how to enhance that.
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