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Let the joy of the World Cup go on
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Having brought to the world

joy, solidarity and inspiration in

the midst of the pandemic, geopo-

RE
@ litical
downturn, the Qatar World Cup

successfully concluded. The spirit and culture of

conflicts and economic

sports are nourishing and motivating to all people,

and the Government, while revitalising Hong
Kong and expediting its return to the world stage,
should allocate more resources to organise more
sports events and promote sports for all, to boost
the morale of local citizens and raise the happiness
index.

For the first time, the World Cup was hosted by
an Arab country in the Middle East and not held
in summer in the northern hemisphere. Despite of
the hotly contested issues such as multi-coloured

FIFA and football teams of

various countries handled the issues rationally and

"One Love" armbands,

prevented football from being dragged into politi-
cal battle, thus ensuring the tournament to prog-
ress smoothly and put on a spectacular show.
Moments of football uniting people and resolv-
ing disputes were witnessed in the World Cup this
year. Fans from Africa to Arab world cheered as
Morocco reached the quarter-finals, while France's
victory over Morocco in the quarter-finals was cele-
brated on the Champs-Elysées in Paris by a large
number of fans draped in Flag of Morocco, along-
side those waving French tricolour flags. Most fans
considered the match result as "transcending victo-
ry and defeat” and praised play of both teams,
thanks to the deep historic ties between France
and Morocco and the large population of French
with north African origin. It is a testament to the
fact that football is a universal language of all man-
kind, regardless of nationality or ethnicity, and that

the pure joy of football can transcend political dif-

ferences and ideological divides to become a com-
mon spiritual treasure of human solidarity.

The World Cup this year has shown a new pat-
tern and trend in the global development of foot-
ball. Although the European and American teams
are still strong, African ones are on the rise, with
Morocco making history to reach the quarter-fi-
nals; Asian teams had their best ever, with Japan,
South Korea and Australia all through to the last
16. Japan's stunning comeback win over Germany
and Spain, and Korea's remarkable victory over
Portugal have been the highlights that fans enjoy
talking about.

The spiritual nourishment and motivation that
sports bring to the society is extraordinary. Promot-
ing sports development plays an important role in
bringing people together and improving their physi-
cal and mental well-being. The Hong Kong Cy-

clothon made its return and drew nearly 4,000 cy-

cling enthusiasts and professional cyclists compet-
ing against the strong cold wind on exhilarating
rides, which was a vivid demonstration of the spirit
of sports as a driving force for social optimism.
Speaking at the Hong Kong Cyclothon, the Chief
Executive, Mr John Lee Ka-chiu, said that Hong
Kong was back on the world stage under the grad-
ual resumption of multiple major events, and that
Hong Kong was revitalised in 2022 and would be
even more exciting and attractive in 2023. The
public hope that the Government will allocate
more resources to nurture more elite athletes to
achieve excellence in international competitions,
and will continue to promote community sports
and encourage citizens to actively participate in
sports to improve their physical fitness so that they
can better engage in their work and improve their
quality of life with better physical and mental
health.
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Tough times do not last.

@ Kevin Cheung (CUSCS Lecturer)

1§éé,/|_::j(:[}é§

Every cloud has a silver lining.
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(Augustus Caesar)
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Don't get frustrated. Remember rain before seven, fine

before eleven. Hang on and things will improve.
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The economy has not been good these two years. Let's
hope that rain before seven, fine by eleven. It will get
better very soon.
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He was laid off by the company last year. But every
cloud has a silver lining. Now he has found a much better
job.
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If we try, we will find a way out.
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You may be experiencing the most difficult time in your
life. But the darkest hour is just before the dawn. Don't
give up hope.
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It's always darkest before the dawn.
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We have gone
through the worst and better days are coming. Be
optimistic.
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