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Eliminating false identities to effectively implement Real-name Registration of SIM cards
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= According to Real-name Regis-
EE tration Programme for Subscriber
Identification ~ Module  (SIM)
Cards (the Programme), existing

pre-paid SIM (PPS) card users
are required to complete real-name registration on
or before 23 February 2023, but some vendors are
profiting from the sale of identity documents for
real-name registration of SIM cards, which in-
volves offences of forgery or using a false instru-
ment and for which both the seller and the buyer
are criminally liable. The Programme was de-
signed to plug the loophole of anonymity and help
law enforcement agencies combat crimes, but its
purpose will certainly be defeated if SIM cards are
registered with or sold under false identities. Of-
fice of the Communications Authority (OFCA)
and telecommunication operators should take the
initiative to conduct random checks on suspicious
cases to help the police strictly enforce the law,
and the Government should step up publicity to
educate the public that selling their personal data

breaches the law and the losses outweigh the

gramme is in line with the global trend, as some
155 countries and regions around the world, in-
cluding Chinese mainland, Macau, Japan, Korea,
Taiwan, Singapore, etc., have adopted similar reg-
ulations. In the past,

there were many "space

cards" - anonymous pay-as-you-go-cards - in
Hong Kong, meaning that buyers could obtain
SIM cards at supermarkets and convenience stores
without registering their personal identity for SIM
service plans, or contracts. "Space cards" allowed
criminals to evade detection or law enforcement
when committing offences such as gambling or
pornography. Amid the anti-government protests,
some lawless thugs often used "space cards" to fab-
ricate and spread rumours and incite violence.
The Telecommunications (Registration of SIM
Cards) Regulation has taken effect on 1 Septem-
ber 2021, which requires that users should com-
plete real-name registration for their SIM cards on
or before 23 February 2023. The real-name regis-
tration was designed to eliminate "space cards".
However, some vendors abet citizens to borrow

or buy other people's identities to complete the

acts. The sale and purchase of identity documents
is an offence, to which obtaining services by decep-
tion under the Theft Ordinance or using a false in-
strument under the Crimes Ordinance shall apply,
and it shall be liable on conviction upon indict-
ment to imprisonment for 10 years.

The
tors and the public all have the responsibility to

Government, telecommunications opera-

implement the Programme to eliminate "space
cards".

Firstly, the Government currently stipulates that
individual and corporate users can register no
more than 10 and 25 PPS cards respectively with
each telecommunications service provider, and
"each telecommunications service provider" de-
serves attention as it means that individual and
corporate users can register additional 10 and 25
PPS cards respectively with another service provid-
er. According to Commerce and Economic Devel-
opment Bureau's response to media enquiries in
2021, there were about 30 telecommunications ser-
vice providers, which meant that in the most ex-

treme case, one citizen could register up to 300

many and far exceeded the needs of the general
public. The government should consider reducing
the maximum registration quota so as to reduce
the chances of people profiting from the sale of
SIM cards.

Secondly, OFCA should take the initiative to li-
aise  with  telecommunications companies to
strengthen checks at the initial stage of the Pro-
gramme implementation, so as to identify those
who have abused the real-name registration and
sold SIM cards, and to prosecute those who have
committed illegal acts.

Finally, the public should have a proper under-
standing of the purpose of the Programme: it does
not affect people's work, life and freedom of com-
munication, but only serves to facilitate law en-
forcement agencies in combating criminal activi-
ties. They should not believe the rumour that the
Government is using it as a pretext to step up the
surveillance of ordinary citizens. The Government
should also renew its publicity efforts to help the
public understand the benefits of the Programme

in maintaining social stability, upholding rule of

gains.

Hong Kong's implementation

registration, which virtually creates new

of the Pro-

cards" for the purpose of committing unspeakable

"space

PPS cards. Back then, some members of Legisla-
tive Council pointed out that this number was too

law and combating scams, so as to allay public

concerns.
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The students had to burn the midnight oil to finish their

essays on time

There is still plenty to do. They Wlll need to burn the
midnight oil to meet the deadline.
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Council members couldn't come to an agreement. They
were burning the midnight oil as the meeting continued.
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They have to wake up very early in the morning but
they go to bed very late at night. They are burning the
candle at both ends if they constantly sleep for less than
five hours a day.
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He works full time during the day, studies a master
degree course at night and takes up a part time job during
weekends. He is certainly burning the candle at both ends.
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Don't burn the candle at both ends. You work too hard
and exhaust yourself too much. Take some rest.
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