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Overseas relief mission showcases humanitarian care and strengthens Hong Kong's unique position
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The Chief Executive, Mr John
LI Ka-chiu, hosted a reception at
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the earthquake-stricken area in Turkey, for their

Government House for the Hong
Kong rescue team that assisted in

the search and rescue operation in

hard and selfless work. The overseas rescue mis-
sion is a valuable practice of Hong Kong's partici-
pation in international affairs under "one country,
two systems", and has far-reaching significance in
consolidating Hong Kong's unique position of lever-
aging on the Mainland while engaging itself global-
ly. The national rescue team and the Hong Kong
rescue team have worked shoulder to shoulder,
with mutual encouragement and support, which
once again demonstrates that the State's backing
boosts Hong Kong's confidence of overcoming any
difficulties. The Hong Kong rescue team did their
utmost to overcome all difficulties and never let go
of any opportunity to save lives, exhibiting the self-
less love of Chinese people in the international are-
na.

In accordance with the Basic Law, The Hong

Kong SAR may on its own, using the name "Hong

Kong, China", maintain and develop relations with
foreign states and regions and relevant internation-
al organisations, actively participate in internation-
al affairs and maintain close ties with international
partners. Hong Kong has long been perceived as a
region with strength in such areas as economy,
trade, finance and tourism, and has played the role
of "super-connector" in promoting economic and
trade cooperation between China and the world.
This time, the Government deployed a relief team
to Turkey for search and rescue work, and the
team lived up to their promise and worked around
the clock to save many previous lives, thus creating
a miracle and demonstrating Hong Kong's excel-
lent capability in out-of-area disaster relief, helping
Hong Kong contribute its share to our nation's ef-
forts of providing international humanitarian assis-
tance.

It has been proven that Hong Kong's role as a
"super-connector” in fostering mutual trust and co-
operation between China and the world is not lim-
ited to the economic and trade spheres; there is
much potential for Hong Kong to participate in in-

ternational affairs to meet the development needs

of the country. The Chief Executive, Mr John LI
Ka-chiu, also pointed out that the Government's
first overseas relief mission was "a vivid interpreta-
tion of the successful implementation of 'one coun-
try, two systems' and a meaningful step forward in
the Government's contribution to our nation's exter-
nal affairs. It also demonstrates the Central Govern-
ment's strong support for the HKSAR to expand
its international ties and to engage in more open
and closer cooperation with the rest of the world."
Hong Kong rescue team have completed their
first overseas mission in Turkey and returned to
Hong Kong safely, the most important reason of
which was the high level of trust and support from
the State, especially the solidarity between the
Hong Kong rescue team and the national rescue
team - they closely cooperated like a family. When
setting up their base of operation in Turkey, the na-
tional rescue team reserved a spot for their Hong
Kong counterparts right next to them in the com-
mand centre, so that Hong Kong team could
promptly carry out the search and rescue opera-
tions after their arrival. The national team also in-
vited the Hong Kong team to join the United Na-

tions' coordination meeting so that the latter could
intensively engaged in the rescue missions. The na-
tional rescue team took good care of the Hong
Kong team, providing them with hot meals every
day to keep them warm and energised, as well as
helping replenish key supplies such as timber and
fuel.

Some of the Hong Kong rescue team members
said that they were very apprehensive upon receiv-
ing the mission, as the environment in the disaster
area was full of uncertainties, the situation was un-
predictable, and there were so many difficulties to
face. "But on the frontline, we could feel the love
of our country, which warmed our hearts and
boosted our morale," the SAR rescue team com-
mander, Mr Yiu Men-yeung, said. He added that
with the support of the national rescue team, his
team had benefited from the coordination with in-
ternational rescue organisations, operational deploy-
ment and resources allocation, and that the cooper-
ation with the national rescue team was an impor-
tant lesson for the future development of Hong
Kong's capability to search and rescue in collapsed

structures.
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The pupils complain endlessly about the poor taste
of their school lunch.
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Old people sometimes talk unendingly about their
past.
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If we don't improve the current situation, problems
will appear infinitely.
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You may have to stop him sometimes. Otherwise,

he can talk on and on about his children ad infinitum.

@ Kevin Cheung (CUSCS Lecturer)
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It is absolutely necessary to have a throughout

check on the equipment to prevent accidents from
happening ad infinitum.
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The case has been reported and discussed in
various media ad nauseam.
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He repeats the same argument ad nauseam and
people are tired of hearing his speech.
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Some customers had expressed dislike as the song
was played ad nauseam in the restaurant.
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