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=¥ : So why are all the top students still going
into medicine, legal field and maybe engineering?
How about others? Like I&T-related disciplines,
why the top students don't choose those as their
major?
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we step into the millennium. They want to serve in

It seems that this is a phenomenon, since

a bigger capacity to the community interests, espe-
cially those from grassroots sectors. Of course, be-
ing lawyers and doctors, they are really in a strong
position to do so, but I think there might be other
reasons, for instance, doctors, lawyers and engi-
neers hold very high-status positions, and mostly
with an also quite attractive pay package from
their profession, so that might be some kind of ap-
peal in addition to the students' interests.
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But I do hope that things will become more
open and also more liberal in nature. Students

should not be confined to the choice of only a few
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disciplines, but depends on their own interests and
the path they want to pursue for the future career,
and also the aspirations to serve the community.
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F#F © We see that there's another phe-

nomenon in HK, which is the number of

mainland students applying to study in HK
have increased significantly, especially for the Bap-
tist University and for the Lingnan University,
have increased by 50% and 60% respectively. Is
HK or are we ready for this rebound?
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bound. I think we have more mainland students

. In fact, we are always ready for this re-

coming to study in HK. From my observation in
the university for over 30 vyears, these are very
hardworking, very creative students, and especially,
they have a bent for research from an early stage
in the school life. This is something that the local
students here should learn.
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That's why in competing for postgraduate places
of studies, mainland students are having quite a
good edge. By open and fair competition, they can
win because for more advanced studies. Their origi-
nal and innovative thinking, and also the research
spirit and their hard work to go into such endeav-

ors, all are very apparent and important factors.
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At the same time, I think universities' leaderships
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themselves should also make it very clear that, HK
aspires to develop its universities into an interna-
tional stature. So all willing, conscientious and de-
voted and high-ability students are welcome from
the Mainland, from other parts of Asia, and from
the West as well.
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I think that this is something we must under-
stand, accept and be adapted to, if we want our
universities to be moving up, so very smoothly and
successfully in the higher ranks of achievements.
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