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Private Car Toll for Three Tunnels: First Stage "633"
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To improve the imbalance of
the of the three
cross-harbour tunnels, the Chief

Executive-in-Council has recently

sion" toll proposal. The Transport and Logistics Bu-

traffic  flow

approved the "three tunnels diver-

reau of the Hong Kong SAR Government an-
nounced that the first phase would be implemented
on August 2, under which the "633" toll system
will be implemented for private cars: Western Har-
bour Crossing (WHC) will be reduced to $60,
while Cross Harbour Tunnel (CHT) and Eastern
Harbour Crossing (EHC) will be increased to $30;
the second phase will be implemented by the end

of this year, under which private cars will be
charged $60 at WHC and $40 at CHT and EHC
during peak hours, while the tolls at the three tun-

s

nels will be unified at $20 during non-peak hours.

The Transport Department expects the traffic

AEE RS R

Ha 5

queues to be shortened by 1 to 1.5 kilometres at
the CHT and 0.5 kilometres at the EHC after the
traffic diversion. However, experts pointed out that
the three tunnels have been saturated, adjusting the
tolls to treat the symptoms but not the root cause,
suggesting using an electronic toll collection system,
whether to build additional cross-harbour tunnels
or cross-harbour bridges.

Currently, the CHT is the lowest toll among the
three cross-harbour tunnels. Coupled with the con-
venient location, many motorists choose the CHT.
According to the Transport and Logistics Bureau,
in 2021, the average traffic queues of WHC, CHT
and EHC were 0.1 km, 2.6 km and 1.7 km, respec-
tively, in the morning peak hours.

With the SAR government's August 1 franchise
resumption of the Western Harbour Crossing, an
opportunity has been created for the government

to address the imbalance. The number of private

L

cars accounts for more than 50% of the traffic
queues at the three tunnels, so the current traffic di-
version proposal is more focused on adjusting the
tolls of private cars. The Secretary for Transport
and Logistics, Lam Sai-hung, announced at a press
conference that the first phase of the traffic diver-
sion scheme would be implemented on August 2,
when the tolls for private cars using WHC will be
reduced from the current $75 to $60, while the
tolls of CHT and EHC will be increased to $30, to
attract some motorists to switch to WHC. Taxi us-
ing the three tunnels will have a flat toll of $25 for
the whole day, while the tolls for other vehicle
types will remain unchanged.

By the end of this year, the second phase of dif-
ferent tolls for different periods will be implement-
ed. From Monday to Saturday, the tolls will be di-
vided into three daily periods: during the morning

and evening peak periods (7:00 am-10:15 am and 4:
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it was a dream come true until I got here, because look

* I remember when I first came to Hollywood;

at this face. I came here and was told, "you're a minori-
ty," and I'm like, And then
someone said to me, "You speak English!" I mean, for-

"no, that's not possible."

get about them not knowing Korea, Japan, Malaysia,
Asia, India. And then I said, "Yeah the flight here was
about 13 hours long so I learned.”
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00 pm-7:00 pm), the WHC toll for private cars will
remain at $60, while the tolls for CHT and EHC
will be increased to $40. During regular and
off-peak hours, the three tunnels will charge $30
and $20, respectively. To prevent motorists from
speeding up or slowing down to save on tolls, the
toll will be increased or decreased by $2 every two
minutes from one period to another.

For commercial vehicles, the toll is $25 for taxis
and $50 for minibuses and trucks, regardless of the
day or time.

In an interview with Hong Kong Wen Wei Po,
Baptist University's Department of Accounting, Eco-
Professor Mak

Sui-choi pointed out that the current disparity in

nomics and Finance Associate
the tolls of the three tunnels is one of the main rea-
sons for the imbalance in traffic flow. Still, the fun-
damental problem is that all three tunnels have

reached their capacity.
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