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Citizens must make sure their accounts are valid to receive consumption vouchers.
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sure that the payment instru-

The new issue of the $3,000
consumption voucher was
leased on April 16. The Govern-

ment reminds the public to en-

be the vouchers after the "card is tapped". As the
re- maximum amount of Octopus is only $3,000, col-
lecting all the vouchers in one go is impossible
when there is a balance on the card. Still, as long

as there is room in the Octopus for the maximum
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ments they have registered to receive the cancella-
tion vouchers are still valid. They can contact the
operators to reactivate their accounts if they have
not used the consumption voucher for a long time
or cannot collect them. If you have lost or deacti-
vated your original account, you can follow the
guidelines on the Government's voucher website
and manage your new account in about two to
three weeks. As the new month's transport subsidy
can be collected on the same day and the same
system is used to collect the vouchers, the Govern-
ment reminds the public that they will receive the

transport subsidy first. The remaining balance will

balance, you can collect the remaining e-vouchers
at any time.

In a radio interview, Mr Lee Man-sing, Policy
Coordinator of the Financial Secretary's Private
Office, said that if people have more than one Oc-
topus to collect the vouchers, they must use the
Octopus successfully registered last year to collect
the vouchers at the relevant service points. The
deadline for collecting the first instalment of the
vouchers with Octopus is September 30 this year,
giving people five months to use the first $3,000.
Since the original purpose of the Government's

vouchers is to stimulate spending, Octopus shop-

pers can only collect the second instalment of
$2,000 vouchers on the 16th of the following
month (July 16 at the earliest) after they have
used up the first instalment.

Many merchants are taking advantage of the
Government's distribution of e-coupons to launch
promotions, such as the supermarket chain 7-Elev-
en, which offers a $30 coupon with a $300 cash
coupon; Wellcome, which provides a $50 coupon
and a $30 cash coupon with a $1,000 coupon;
Mannings, which offers coupons and discounts up
to a total of $420; and Sun Hung Kai Properties,
which provides a "Coupon Reward" at 12 shop-
ping malls for customers with membership cards.
Customers with membership cards can receive up
to $930 in shopping mall e-coupons when they
spend a specified amount with an electronic pay-

ment method.
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In an interview with Hong Kong Wen Wei Po,
Legislative Council Member for Retail, Peter Shiu
Ka-fai said that the retail market in Hong Kong
in the first half of April was very ordinary. After
Easter, the Government launched consumption
vouchers to help the retail industry recover from
the low season turnover during Easter. If vouchers
were introduced at the beginning of the month,
many people might use them to buy travel packag-
es.

He pointed out that after the resumption of the
rapid recovery of the retail industry, the flow of
tourists and people increased. Many stores, espe-
cially watches and clocks, jewellery, and
brand-name stores, increased, "the introduction of
electronic consumption vouchers for economic re-

covery to fuel the fire, to improve the resumption

of the atmosphere is beneficial."
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