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Application process for Northbound Travel for Hong Kong Vehicles needs improvement
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The scheme of Northbound Trav-
E; el for Hong Kong Vehicles (The
Scheme) will be launched on 1 July.
According to the Transport Depart-
ment, of 1,600 successful applicants
of balloting in the first round, only 1,158 submit-
ted their applications within the designated time,
with 442 applicants, or more than one quarter of
the applicants, having failed to fill their quota
slots. The quotas are therefore wasted as there is
no replacement mechanism. The Scheme is popu-
lar and the quotas should be cherished; therefore,
the Government should review the application
process, make reference to Macau's practice and
listen to the views of the community to improve it
possible.  The
Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area (the Greater Bay

as  soon  as Guangdong-Hong
Area) should promote the "soft interconnection”
of mutual recognition of licences and certificates
via the interconnected network to accelerate the
integration of the area.

Eligible applicants are required to apply for the
application ballot via the theme page of the
Scheme, and successful applicants with application
ballot allocated can then submit applications. At
present, only the Hong Kong vehicle registration
marks, the first four letter(s) and digits of the
HKID Card number, and the email address are

required for the application ballot, and the driv-
ing licence of the Mainland is not required. The
process of ballot application at first and applica-
tion submission later is simple, and the require-
ments for the ballot application are lenient — ad-
ditional documents are not required until the ap-
plication submission, which makes it inevitable
that some applicants have to waste their quotas be-
cause they cannot submit all the required docu-
ments.

According to the industry's estimation, the main
reasons for applicants with ballot allocated to give
up their applications are: firstly, they do not hold
a driving licence of the Mainland when applying
for the application ballot, and intend to apply, af-
ter winning the ballot, for the direct issue of the
driving licence under the mechanism of mutual ex-
change of driving licences between Hong Kong
and mainland China; however, they are unable to
do so within the designated time. Secondly, some
vehicle owners intend to hire a driver to travel to
the Mainland but only find out that the driver’ s
information is incomplete at the application stage.
Thirdly, the applicants do not have a Mainland
telephone number, one of the application require-
ments. Although the Government reminds appli-
cants to check their eligibility on the webpage for
computer ballot registration, it is still possible that

some applicants may register for computer ballot
with the mentality of winning the ballot first and
planning more details later.

The above issues can be solved by improving
the application process. Compared to the Scheme,
Northbound Travel for Macau Vehicles was
launched on a trial basis six months ago, and its
application process is simpler and more mature,
which is worthy of reference for Hong Kong. Ma-
cau does not adopt the practice of balloting first
and application later; instead, it requires re-
al-name authentication in the first step — appli-
cants should submit their identity cards, Home Re-
turn Permits, Macau and Mainland driving licenc-
es, etc. to confirm their eligibility. In terms of quo-
ta allocation, Macau adopts a first-come-first-served
approach, and applicants can choose their travel
dates after their eligibility is confirmed, without
having to wait for the results of quota allocation.
As a result, it will not happen that applicants with
ballot allocated give up submitting their applica-
tions.

Regarding the view that applicants should con-
firm if they have a Mainland driving licence when
registering for the ballot, the Transport Depart-
ment said that it would require longer time for ap-
plicants to prepare, and thus considered it more

appropriate to maintain the existing arrangement

as it facilitated applicants to register for computer
ballot. However, to avoid wasting the quotas of
the Scheme, the Transport Department should lis-
ten to the views of the public and actively im-
prove the process. For example, applicants should
be required to provide more basic information,
such as their Mainland driving licence and Home
Return Permit, etc., when they register for the bal-
lot. Secondly, a deposit could also be considered
to prevent applicants with quota allocated from
giving up
should be put in place so that once someone gives

easily. A replacement mechanism
up, the next applicant will automatically take up
the place. Moreover, a penalty mechanism could
be considered so that the applicant will be disqual-
ified for a period of time if he gives up the quota
twice in a row.

The integration of the Great Bay Area is the
trend. With the hardware of the Hong Kong-Zhu-
hai-Macau Bridge well built, the governments in
the Greater Bay Area should actively promote the
mutual recognition and authentication of licences
and certificates via the interconnected network, so
as to expedite the "soft interconnection” of the
documents and enhance the interconnection and

intercommunication of the Greater Bay Area.
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Let's take a walk in the garden, duck.
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He is a lame duck who has been on the dole for years.
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The company successfully transformed from a lame
duck into a leader in the industry.
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The president is not seeking a second term but he will
make sure the government will not be a lame duck during
the transition period.
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There 1s a lot of opposition to the proposal. It is going
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to be a dead duck.
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Development of this pier district is a dead duck. Few
visitors come and many shops have closed.
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The movie star turned into a dead duck due to sexual
harassment accusations. He soon withdrew from public life.
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The official has been a sitting duck for criticisms
because of his discriminating speech.
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Elderly people who are less alert may become sitting
ducks for phone scams.
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Our team is fully prepared. We don't intend to be
sitting ducks for our opponents.
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