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Interpret TSA results properly and focus on improving teaching effectiveness
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demic, resumed this year, and the percentage of

ment (T'SA) for primary and second-
ary schools, which has been suspend-

ed for three years due to the pan-

Primary 3, Primary 6 and Secondary 3 students,
who have attained basic competencies (BC) of
three key subjects of Chinese, English and Mathe-
matics, have all declined, with the percentage of
Primary 6 and Secondary 3 students attaining BC
being the lowest since 2006.

TSA gauges BCs of students; although the sig-
nificant drop in the percentage in key subjects in
the TSA this year is undoubtedly related to the
suspension of face-to-face classes due to the pan-
demic, which has affected student learning, the
decline serves as a wake-up call for schools to
strengthen students’  self-learning ability in a tar-
geted manner and make up for their deficiencies,
so as to maintain the quality and stability of basic
education and consolidate Hong Kong's competi-
tive edge as an international city.

The TSA is administered at the territory level,
designed to assess students' attainment of basic
competencies. The TSA report this year shows
that student performance has dropped to an al-
most record low. The education sector generally

reflects that the decline in student performance

was expected, as the pandemic has led to decline
in performance across all industries, and student
performance is no exception. A spokesperson for
the Education Bureau pointed out that the pan-
demic had impacted student learning for 3 years,
and it would take time for all parties to adapt to
the resumption of the TSA, so it was not appro-
priate to draw conclusions from this result. The
corresponding fact is that the decline in the per-
formance of Hong Kong students is similar to the
international situation, and the majority of the de-
cline is within the acceptable range of volatility.

The TSA once aroused much controversy in
Hong Kong, and there were voices in the commu-
nity questioning whether some schools drilled ex-
cessively to improve TSA scores, increasing un-
necessary pressure on students and affecting their
interest in learning and healthy growth.

In 2015, the Education Bureau made reforms
to curb primary schools from drilling for the TSA
to alleviate the pressure on students' learning,
while retaining the TSA to collect data to aid
teaching and learning, so as to achieve a balance
and more accurately reflect the learning of stu-
dents. Now, in the first TSA after the pandemic,
student performance is not satisfactory, and the
reason may be, as pointed out by the education

sector, the impact of the 3-year pandemic, and

that the teaching effectiveness of online classes is
not as good as face-to-face teaching, and students
have not fully adapted to the post-pandemic
study.

In recent years, Hong Kong students have con-
sistently ranked among the top in the world in in-
ternational assessments in reading, mathematics,
and science literacy. The temporary decline of
performance in the TSA should not be unduly
self-deprecating, but it deserves enough attention
from all parties concerned to objectively find out
the reasons and to help students improve their
learning abilities as soon as possible. Professor
Hau Kit-tai at the Faculty of Education of The
Chinese University of Hong Kong, an Honorary
Advisor to the TSA Review Committee, says that
the latest T'SA results have reminded teachers, stu-
dents and parents of the need to strengthen stu-
dents' self-learning abilities. He also believes that
the drop in student performance is only
short-term, and that it is not difficult to catch up
with the progress as the curriculum remains un-
changed in terms of its depth and complexity.

Chinese, English and Mathematics are the ba-
sic knowledge of students. With a solid founda-
tion, students can learn other subjects more effec-
tively. As an international

metropolis, Hong

Kong students are required to have a good com-

mand of biliteracy and trilingualism. Hong Kong
strongly encourages mnnovation and development,
and strong mathematical skills are indispensable if
students are to keep pace with the global trend of
STEM education and meet the challenges posed
by the ever-changing global technological develop-
ment.

In order to build Hong Kong into an interna-
tional innovation and technology centre and
achieve high-quality development, apart from
competing for talents in the international arena,
nurturing outstanding local talents is also an im-
portant way to enhance Hong Kong's competitive-
ness, which is crucial to Hong Kong's long-term
prosperity and stability.

The TSA report has set out in detail the over-
all strengths and weaknesses of students for refer-
ence. Schools should, according to their own actu-
al situation, guide students to strengthen the learn-
ing of weak subjects and enhance the effective-
ness of teaching; the Education Bureau should
continue to fully support schools to enhance the
professional competence of teachers, raise stu-
dents’ interest in and ability of learning, and in-
spire their potentials, so as to facilitate the growth
and development of students and contribute to

the development of Hong Kong in the future.
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You are making a mountain out of a molehill.
It's only a minor problem. Stop making every-

one nervous.

PRIC 5 K H
BEFERI AL E‘zf% °

FEARAE > LA ARKT - R
W o BLFE AR o IR A LU blow something
out of proportion (FEFIE AR ILFIFK) >
B/NERMEE > IR make a mountain out of
a molehill ZAZ% » FiiEH B -

They had a small disagreement but she blew
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it out of proportion and never spoke to him
again.
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Some parents often blow small things out of
proportion. They complain severely over minor

problems in school.
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1. Solanaceous alkaloids can cause anticho-
linergic symptoms such as blurred vision, dry
mouth, dizziness, and confusion, which can
be severe enough to lead to death.

2. Blurred vision, dry mouth, dizziness,
and confusion are among the anticholinergic
symptoms caused by solanaceous alkaloids,
and they can be fatal in severe cases.

3. The anticholinergic symptoms of solana-
ceous alkaloids include blurred vision, dry
mouth, dizziness, and confusion, and in se-
vere cases, they can even be life-threatening.
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