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Reforging excellence: elevating higher education for HK's advancement
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- Mr Xia Baolong, Director of the
Ei Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office
of the State Council, met with a delega-
tion of Hong Kong higher education in-
stitutions led by the Secretary for Education of
the HKSAR Government, Dr Choi Yuk-lin, in
Bejjing in the morning of 10th May. Mr Xia
pointed out that higher education is the "gilded
signboard” that Hong Kong is proud of. He
hoped that the leaders of Hong Kong's higher ed-
ucation institutions would shoulder their impor-
tant responsibilities of adhering to the fundamen-
tals of cultivating values and nurturing talent,
strengthening their affection for and sense of be-
longing to the country, and enthusiastically pro-
moting the key message of love for the country
and Hong Kong; following firmly the strategy of
developing their institutions with quality talent, re-
inforcing the cultivation and attraction of talent,
and providing strong support for young students
to become talent; persisting in giving full play to
their unique advantages, and contributing Hong
Kong's wisdom and strengths in the construction
of a leading country in education.

With the full support of the Central Govern-
ment, the HKSAR Government and the educa-
tion sector should fully leverage Hong Kong's ad-
vantages under "one country, two systems" and
as an international city, work together to build an
international education hub, and contribute fur-

ther to Hong Kong in its transition from stability

to prosperity and the great rejuvenation of the
Chinese nation.

Mr Xia expressed three hopes for higher educa-
tion in Hong Kong. Firstly, he hoped the leaders
of Hong Kong's higher education institutions
would shoulder their important responsibilities of
adhering to the fundamentals of cultivating values
and nurturing talent, strengthening their affection
for and sense of belonging to the country, and en-
thusiastically promoting the key message of love
for the country and Hong Kong. This is to em-
phasise the responsibility of higher education insti-
tutions in educating and nurturing students. Dur-
ing anti-extradition law amendment bill protests,
some university students were used by the opposi-
tion and became pawns in the chaos against Bei-
jing and Hong Kong.

As Hong Kong enters a new stage of transition
from stability to prosperity, Hong Kong higher
education institutions should strengthen ideologi-
cal guidance for students, integrate patriotic edu-
cation into daily teaching, let students deeply un-
derstand the history and culture of the country,
and enhance national pride and a sense of belong-
ing. At the same time, they should focus on culti-
vating students' sense of social responsibility and
civic awareness, and enhance their consciousness
of contributing to the prosperity and stability of
the country and Hong Kong.

Secondly, higher education institutions should

follow firmly the strategy of developing them-

selves with quality talent, reinforce the cultivation
and attraction of talent, and provide strong sup-
port for young students to become talent. This is
to emphasise the responsibility of higher educa-
tion institutions in their operation and develop-
ment. Hong Kong universities have the dual ad-
vantages of wide international connections and
practical cooperation with the mainland. Hong
Kong universities maintain close exchanges with
many well-known universities around the world,
which is conducive to the introduction of ad-
vanced international teaching and research re-
sources and provides students with an internation-
al educational environment.

At the same time, the cooperation between
Hong Kong universities and the mainland is deep-
ening, promoting the sharing of talent, technolo-
gy, and resources through cooperative projects
and academic exchanges. This environment is
conducive to the improvement and expansion of
Hong Kong universities, attracting more non-lo-
cal students to study in Hong Kong, and making
Hong Kong an international hub for higher edu-
cation.

Thirdly, higher education institutions should
persist in giving full play to their unique advantag-
es and contribute Hong Kong's wisdom and
strengths in the construction of a leading country
in education. This underscores the pivotal role of
higher education institutions in contributing to

the development of Hong Kong and the strength-

ening of our nation. Basic research is an impor-
tant source of innovation. Hong Kong's higher ed-
ucation institutions have first-class research facili-
ties and excellent research teams, so they should
continue to invest in resources, strengthen interdis-
ciplinary research, and promote innovation in sci-
entific research through enhanced international
co-operation and exchanges, so as to produce
more scientific research results. In the course of
the country's development of new-quality produc-
tive forces, the strong basic research capability of
Hong Kong's higher education institutions can be
put to good use, and they should always consider
contributing to the country's development as their
greatest goal, and provide strong support to the
country's technological advancement and industri-
al upgrading.

Mr Xia emphasised that the Central Govern-
ment will fully, faithfully and unswervingly ensure
that the "one country, two systems" principle re-
mains unchanged, and wholeheartedly support
Hong Kong in achieving a leap forward at the
new stage. This is the greatest strength of Hong
Kong in building an international education hub.
All sectors of the HKSAR community should
work together to support the HKSAR Govern-
ment in performing its role as a bridge and win-
dow to internationalisation, fully demonstrating
Hong Kong's outstanding strengths in higher edu-
cation, and painting a brighter chapter for the fu-

ture of Hong Kong. o Tit
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It is very difficult to find a place in an elderly home in this re-
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gion. This one is the best you can get for your mother; if you
don't like it, hard cheese.

TE7E M R AR B4R 2 8 AR 2207 > Ja R AR RE 2 BB R B A e e
— M MRRERAGE  MRIET T -

They have to stay late and work overtime these days. Hard
cheese, but that's their job and they have to meet the deadline.
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He didn't get the promotion. Well, it's hard cheese. He should
have worked harder and performed better.
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We failed to win the championship this time. Hard luck! We
will try again next time.
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"I didn't get the job." "Well, hard luck. Don't despair."
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It is hard luck on him. His shop can't survive the recession
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and has to close down.
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@ Lina CHU [ linachu88 @gmail.com ]
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