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On 7 September 2023, the

"rainstorm of the century” hit
@ Hong Kong; in the early hours of

8 September, the road at Shek O
Road collapsed; in the night of 8 September,
the SAR Government convened an inter-de-
partmental meeting, and the Fire Services De-
partment suggested evacuating the stranded res-
idents by water and land; on 9 September, the
operation began.

Over 1,000 villagers from three villages were
cut off from electricity, water, and communica-
tion and isolated for nearly 72 hours. As the
rainstorm raged on, Senior Fireman Chim
Tak-fung, Senior Fireman Ng Chung-yin, and
Station Officer Yuen Ka-wai led a group of
"Thunderbolt of the

Department, who, with their bravery and wis-

Rescuers” Fire Services
dom, wrote a saga of responsibility, love, and
hope.

Shek O Road was closed entirely, and with
no hope of evacuation by land, the pontoon
bridge became the only hope. Every detail on
the pontoon was full of dangers and challenges:
how to fix it to ensure its stability? How to safe-
ly transfer the stranded villagers? All these
problems tested the wisdom and courage of the
fire brigade.

"Shek O has no berthing facilities, and the
fireboat could not dock. So the only option

was to build pontoons to help the residents

board and leave,” explained Ng Chung-yin.
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However, the lousy weather and unknown risks
made the rescue operation uncertain.

However, the firefighters demonstrated in-
credible perseverance and teamwork in the
face of such adversity. When the pontoon
reached Shek O, frogmen were first sent to
find a place where the seabed was relatively
flat and deep enough and then to fix the pon-
toon on both sides so that it would be safe and
would not sway violently in the wind and
waves; when the trapped residents boarded the
pontoon, they sent their colleagues to help
them board the speedboat by giving them a
helping hand on both sides. As for the wheel-
chair-bound residents, the firefighters had to
work together to lift them up to ensure their
safe evacuation.

Boarding the speedboat was not the last step
of the rescue operation. After the residents had
boarded the speedboat, they had to be trans-
ported to a large fireboat to complete the "last
kilometre" of the evacuation. Chim Tak-fung
said that in the stormy sea, there was a con-
stant difference in height between the speed-
boat and the fireboat, which made the rescue
more difficult. "When the elderly and children
boarded the boat, they had to wait until the
waves became smaller. We must tie up the two
boats very tightly so they are at the same level".

The rainstorm not only tested the resilience
of the city of Hong Kong but also witnessed

the glorious moments of countless ordinary he-
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Firefighters Dety Waves, Build Bridge to Save

roes. In unfamiliar waters, Chim relied on the
strength of his team to overcome many difficul-
ties. "When the incident happened, I had only
been transferred to the Marine and Diving Re-
gion for six months and was not very familiar
with sea defences and the conditions of vessels.
Luckily, many experienced firemen were on
board, and they provided me with a lot of assis-
tance. As long as we are united, there is no in-
surmountable difficulty."

Under the merciless natural disasters, the
light of humanity will never be extinguished,
and warmth will always shine. Before the res-
cue arrived, the stranded residents did not give
up hope; they participated in the rescue opera-
tion in their own way. "Before the pontoon ar-
rived, the Shek O residents would use their din-
ghies to help transport the stranded residents
to the top of the fireboat," Ng Chung-yin said.
When the pontoon docked, there were only ten
firefighters on the beach, and the residents
would take the initiative to help by pulling the
pontoon with a rope to the shore. "They were
so concerned about the firefighters that they of-
fered to give us snacks to fill our stomachs."

These seemingly insignificant actions have
become a powerful force that has supported
the entire rescue operation,” Yuen said. Yuen
said that after the pontoon was set up, all the
residents on the shore applauded as encourage-
ment, and every resident who boarded the

boat and used the pontoon would say, "Thank

e FE £ — M8 A
Eﬁiﬁﬁ%AL o NG T —
8 5 2R gy
FoRMEE [HEZ] > BERRE
R~ ZH o B RR IR
W iE R ERAERN . AA
J%} e S 7 T R T 0 3

H o MR E UE 5 Mk A

HL o EEHEANGH o RAMET
EEBERZER - A RBIEM
s AN T AN o

A A ST S A W A AR
JE RS > A e L AR W 52
MR ER - BETARELLE
5 il contronym > A R
Janus word ° Janus A& 7 & 55 1 — {7
WA > RS 1 H January 2K
P8 > — 1 [ B % —4F > 5 —
JEEAAE o GlE AR B 5 g

Bill 2 8 ] () [ IR 2 42 ] o 5 IR
M ARZMER SN -k Em Rk
B RPN > DL &I -
fla i Bill © ¥ R E LA T EOHE
W Bill o B £ Bill 2 B w o &
. KBS o Bill B - 4L

Bound 1% Bk "] DL #£ E 36 4 B9 R
A& s AT RS2 B R AR o The
fastest men are bound to be the na-
tional relay race » Hif5 R 5 145
KRB R T EN M E o The lunatic
was bound to avoid hurting anyone > % Jil T
PEANABREAS > LAGAG SAEAT N -

Cleave BEJ& 70 B - 3w L& BESE o The
axe cleaved the log in halves > 7 B 8 JiL R B
W 4 o New Zealand natives still cleave to

—t

5O

BRsEEEME T
BNERENRRER
() ~EER(FH) R
HBRRREE (£) -

ARE R

BlREAERBENERE

R ARE R

AEFTIN T - 4 O L AT R 9 02

oo [HE G R R R > BEBLA ANE
RE S RT > AANFEM T ERBEES S

fETEMEREE » SWRESH - B BER T R
wmzh > B —4 o [RTTREZ
AEAR A B B BRI T o B SR B R M v 7E T R
(4 f REREL R RE > RS o |

(SR E R | > (WA - HBFREW T
VRl AR > 2% AT DLRRFRAM 72 4= RF [ 1 T
E P A FF A RO B RE - BEHHRY 4 SRS 19 K
Mo THE YA IRAT B PRS2 B T R B
AN B 1~ i T o

Villagers

"

you.

Chim shared a story. The fire brigade's fire-
boat had a whiteboard on it. Before leaving
the boat at the end of the rescue operation
that day, the whiteboard read, "Thank you,
firemen, from Shek O Village." This was a rec-
ognition of the firefighters' hard work and a tes-
timony of the emotional bond that profoundly
connects the residents and the guardians. "Al-
though it is just a few simple words, I still re-
member that feeling."

Before the operation, there were voices on
the Internet that said there was no need to
evacuate the building. "But when we communi-
cated with the residents, we found out that
some people had to go back to school or work,
and some people had appointments to go to
the hospital for follow-up appointments," Mr
Chim lamented, adding that nowadays firefight-
ers have to take one more step apart from sav-
ing lives. He said, "Think more for the public
and consider their practical needs. We have to
put ourselves in the public's shoes and think dif-
ferently."

"Passion 1s essential,” said Ng. "Firefighters
work long hours, and passion can help us main-
tain our physical fitness and strive for excel-
lence in our long work hours. The people's pas-
sion in this operation in Shek O has enabled

us to guard this place better."
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