A14

eceessssssssesss hascurated the Sai Kung Hoi Festival. From the

AR - FME

B2 epe

&5 L EFR

202411 B 268 (2HZ)

x0T

HHEE 11 B19BEEH (XE
) : Ha%%ﬁﬁzﬁi%%%%as%’ﬁ
R A B R - —DEEE LD
| V25 5 1) G vl Al 6 4 4R 2P

AN ZAE > SAELL [ ER Joy Again, Gath-
er] FEE > WA 10 HREATHE > 2HMAE
TR AT P4 B PO B L I S A A TR v K
FEPVGEN -

PRIV B vf A0 B A A2 O 5 [2024-25 BB
TR HUR BB R | O % 2 i e ST B ik
3l TS S A A A A A A A T Y B R SR
i S RRTE H > 5 B S S SRR R CE
K HEERVE B 1 SRR JRE sk oAb Rt i
BT H BRI > AT 5 AR A H SR B
FALE R 485 ° ﬁ/’tié?%‘ﬂ’ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ » N
3 BT =R RN — O EEr TAEE BB
HAHh -

[ A 4F e — BT AR 46 AT VG B e 2l
RIERY AR —4F - 6 AR FRAM A 240 i 1 BA B
KR Z FRAEI » B4 5 21 b i 25917 5 8

TR
BRAVETE - |

[0 5 S G T 25607 M A

The Sai Kung Hoi Arts Festival,
organized by the Hong Kong Tour-
ism Commision, supported by the
Hong Kong Geopark, and curated
by Bite Design Studio, is entering its third year
this year. Under the theme of "Joy Again, Gath-
er," the Festival presents ten new artworks that
present the community bonding built over the
past two years on the four islands of Sai Kung

and invites everyone to reunite with Sai Kung

Given the popularity of the Sai Kung Hoi Arts
Festival, the 2024-25 Budget has recognized the
Festival as a creative arts, culture and tourism
branding project to be implemented by the Tour-
ism Commission in the next few years. The Festi-
val aims to connect the islands through art and al-
low visitors to appreciate and experience the nat-
ural landscape, history, culture and heritage of
Sai Kung Hoi. What experience can the success-
ful development of this project provide for the fu-
ture development of local cultural tourism?
While enjoying the new works, it is worthwhile to
listen to the summary of the team of Bite Design
Studio, which has been in charge of the curation
of the Festival for three years.

"This is the last year that Bite Design Studio
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first year, we used artworks to open up communi-
cation with the villagers, and this year, when
many of the artworks were created by artists and
villagers, these artworks brought their ideas, cul-

tures, and histories to the public. The villagers

sign Studio. Sarah said that the deep connection
the team has built with Sai Kung and its resi-
dents over the past three years has been an in-
Hoi. valuable experience:
about art, it is also about the process of building
relationships with people.”

Over the past three years, with the advance-

ment of the Sai Kung Hoi Arts Festival, the infra-

lands have also been slowly improved.

In addition to the new pier at Yim Tin Tsz
completed the year before last, the reconstruction
and commissioning of the pier at Kau Sai Chau
were completed this year, and the Kaito ferry,
which has been out of service for more than 20
years, was restarted, giving more tourists a
chance to experience the scenery of the island. Al-
an said, "We hope the arts festival can continue,
as these supporting arrangements have been
hard to achieve. Besides the Tourism Comission,

the dock reconstruction and infrastructure im-
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have better understood what the Festival is all
about," said Sarah Mui, co-founder of Bite De-

"The Festival is not just

structure and supporting facilities among the is-
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the festival,

the villagers and that it is a start:

it with others in the process."
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Sai Kung Hoi Creative Cultural Tourism Reinvents Local Tourism Experience

provements also involve different departments.
We need more support to further advance the

arts festival, and we hope that under the push of

more infrastructure can be

improved."

Sarah, on the other hand, believes that the cu-

ratorial work over the past few years has enabled

their team to establish a good relationship with

"We are very

pleased to see that over the past two to three
years, the villagers have become more and more
willing to tell you stories, and their active partici-
pation has also increased, so what is started
should be continued, and don't waste this place

and these stories."

The first overseas project invited to participate

in the Festival is the work of French-Korean art-
ist Juhyung Lee at Kiu Tsui Chau. The French
creative team Galmae, led by the artist, presents
Not Here, But Here, a work performed more
than 90 times in 14 countries, which uses ropes
to delineate space, allowing the audience to move
freely and make new connections. The artist be-
lieves that "each individual adds up to something
more than the sum of its parts. It's not a question

of moving into the unknown but of experiencing

Alan hopes  this

work will serve as a starting point for the Sai
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Kung Hoi Arts Festival to become more interna-
tionalized. He and Sarah also mentioned that
with the injection of a new curatorial team and
new ideas in the future, it is essential to continue
to think about how to balance the "new" with the
"old": "We are not just doing conservation, but
we also want to give these islands the capital to
continue to survive and develop."

"We can see that the government has started to
refer to the experience of the Sai Kung Hoi Art
Festival to promote the development of the Sha
Tau Kok area. There are still a lot of places in
Hong Kong that can be developed, such as Aber-
deen in the Southern District and Chi Ma Wan on
Lantau Island, which are hiding a lot of possibili-
ties. If other places can also be developed, the 'Is-
land Gathering Arts Festival' can be more deeply
rooted in people's hearts," said Alan. However, he
also said that it is necessary to consider the input
and allocation of different resources and that it
would be more challenging to organize an arts fes-
tival in a deserted place with only natural beauty:
"Because behind every art installation, it is closely
related to people, and only where there are people
can there be a history and a story. What an artist

has to do is to listen well and then express it
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