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The past year marked the 75th

anniversary of the founding of the
@ People's Republic of China, during
which China underwent tremen-
dous changes. The great rejuvenation of the Chi-
nese nation has entered an irreversible historical
process. Hong Kong has historically completed
the legislation of Article 23 of the Basic Law,
ushering in the best period to focus on develop-
ment.

In the new year, the entire Hong Kong com-
munity is united, determined, and committed to
the governance philosophy of pursuing develop-
ment through reform. With determination and
vigour, Hong Kong aims to shape new momen-
tum and advantages in development through in-
novation and creation, fully leveraging the insti-
tutional advantages of "One Country, Two Sys-
tems" to accelerate Hong Kong's progress from
stability to prosperity.

Over the past year, the national economic de-
velopment faced considerable pressure and chal-
lenges due to changes in the external environ-
ment and other factors. Under the steering of

President Xi Jinping and the strong leadership of
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the Central Government, the nation responded
calmly, tackled difficulties head-on, and took pro-

active measures to accelerate the cultivation of
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Forging ahead: Reform and innovation for

new momentum and advance high-quality devel-
opment. The third plenary session of the 20th
Central Committee of the Communist Party of
China made scientific plans and systematic ar-
rangements for further deepening reform and ad-
vancing Chinese-style modernisation, providing
strong impetus and institutional guarantees for
building a strong nation and achieving national
rejuvenation.

In late September last year, the central govern-
ment launched a series of financial and fiscal pol-
icy measures, which quickly had a strong posi-
tive effect and significantly boosted market confi-
dence. China's economy has continued to re-
bound, with the GDP in 2024 expected to ex-
ceed RMB 130 trillion. China has continued to
open up to the world at a high level, and foreign
investors are optimistic about the development
of China's economy and have stepped up their
investments in China. In the meantime, attempts
by certain countries to suppress and block China
in technology, trade, and other fields have been
futile.

The facts prove that the long-term positive
trend of China's development remains un-
changed, and the great ship of China will con-
tinue to cut through the waves and move for-

ward.
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a new chapter from stability to prosperity

Opver the past year, the Government and vari-
ous sectors of society have worked together to
further improve and perfect the legal system and
enforcement mechanisms for safeguarding na-
tional security. Hong Kong is now lightly load-
ed, with a single-minded focus on economic en-
deavours, development and the well-being of the
people. The Government has been actively at-
tracting enterprises and talents, vigorously invest-
ing in innovation and technology, and striving to
enhance and consolidate Hong Kong's competi-
tiveness.

Hong Kong has regained its position as the
world's third-largest international financial cen-
tre, with significant improvements in global com-
petitiveness and talent competitiveness rankings.
Hong Kong's "golden brands" shine even bright-
er. Achievements in healthcare, education, trans-
port, housing, and other areas have continuously
emerged, effectively addressing key issues affect-
ing people's livelithoods and enhancing residents'
sense of gain and happiness.

The facts prove that Hong Kong remains a
treasured place for entreprencurship, realising
dreams, and living and working in peace and
contentment.

The new Policy Address delivered by Mr John
Lee in October last year closely aligns with the

national development strategy and the position-
ing of Hong Kong's development. It focuses on
consolidating and enhancing Hong Kong's status
as an international financial, shipping, and trade
centre, developing new quality productivity ac-
cording to local conditions, creating a hub for in-
ternational high-end talent, fostering the integrat-
ed development of culture, sports, and tourism,
and driving a diversified economy. It also in-
cludes plans to promote the development of
the Northern Metropolis and deepen coopera-
tion of the Greater Bay Area, vigorously explor-
ing new economic growth points. Hong Kong's
development prospects are limitless and full of
potential.

In the new year, it is foreseeable that due to
increased external uncertainties, the challenges
facing the development of the nation and
Hong Kong should not be underestimated.
However, the great rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation is unstoppable, and with the firm and
strong support of the CGentral Government, the
nation and Hong Kong will face up to the chal-
lenges with reform and innovation, navigate
through difficulties, and forge ahead with deter-

mination.
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The Commissioner of Customs and Ex-
cise, Mr Chan Tsz-tat, today (January 2)
met with the Director-General of the De-
partment of Commerce of Hubei Province,
Ms Long Xiaohong, in the Customs Head-
quarters Building to exchange views on ex-
panding the scope of co-operation between
air boundary ports in Hubei and Hong
Kong International Airport.

Mr Chan welcomed Ms Long's visit to
Hong Kong Customs with her delegation
and chaired a meeting with the delegation.
During the meeting, they discussed issues
including implementation of "Single Sub-
mission for Dual Declaration" for air cargo
and the development of smart airports.
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Since retirement, he has been living in clover and enjoy-

ing life.
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They were in clover during the holidays, staying in a lux-
urious hotel, dining in expensive restaurants.

IS0 o AP O BT St 2B 05 - R SEEEI G > AE B B R
A -

She doesn't live in clover. She works hard to earn a liv-
ing and pay her bills.
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Born with a silver spoon in his mouth, he lives high on
the hog without having to work.
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Some financial speculators managed to live on the hog

until policies changed.

A ‘ A L e L "E r’ f . { /J
live in clover Lt E B ELBERNREED » EEE
o HLEE R

BRI R ZE A live on the fat of the land » JTE&—
L NFRRRME W OR > BANEAAR - IR A%
H BRI A P RISCE > IO SR IR R > 152 8aE
RIS ILEIR K > SR BB R
and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt and ye
shall eat the fat of the land." & /% = [ #k 2 Fe /5 %
A TRALIR KB W IBAG IR - Rt Bz iE i S8
MO o | 8 Y fat 95 B R0R S IO ST > AR TR K
live on/off the fat of the land 2L ZEE - AH¥FE L
> WA E R VIR OYE - BEHA PP ARA
- B AR AT T R R

They wish they could quit work and live off the fat of

© "Come unto me

the land, but it seems quite impossible at this moment.
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You can't always depend on your parents and live on
the fat of the land.
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It's unfair that some people work very hard and earn
just a little, but some can live on the fat of the land.
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