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Leveraging

This year's Spring Festival, the

first since its successful inclusion on
the UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage list, was celebrated by Chi-

nese and foreigners around the world with great
joy. Festive cultural and tourism activities are
thriving nationwide, and sales of traditional New
Year goods from established brands have surged.
Notably, the Generation Z are actively participat-
ing in this traditional festival. In Hong Kong, the
festive atmosphere is equally vibrant, with Chi-
nese New Year Night Parade and Chinese New
Year Fireworks Display attracting numerous visi-
tors. The number of inbound tourists on the first
day of the Lunar New Year reached a post-pan-
demic high. The international community's rec-
ognition of the Spring Festival presents an oppor-
tunity for Hong Kong to embrace its role as a
hub for cultural and artistic exchange between
China and the world. By promoting the celebra-
tion of the Chinese New Year abroad, Hong
Kong can showcase the values of family unity, so-
cial inclusiveness, and the importance of familial
bonds, thereby fostering dialogue between Chi-
nese and international civilisations.

The Spring Festival embodies the values of
peace, harmony, and unity. Since 2023, China
has started the application for the Spring Festival
to be inscribed on the UNESCO Representative
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the Spring Festival

List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Hu-
manity. On 4 December 2024, the “Spring Fes-
tival — Social Practices of the Chinese People in
Celebration of Traditional New Year”  success-
fully passed the evaluation and was inscribed on
the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangi-
ble Cultural Heritage of Humanity, which in-
cludes the practice of couplets and scrolls, New
Year's paintings, temple fairs, and other Spring
Festival cultural practices from all over China.
The Intangible Cultural Heritage encompasses
all the treasures of human civilisation and is the
crystallisation of human wisdom. Prior to its in-
scription on the Intangible Cultural Heritage list,
the Spring Festival was already widely accepted
around the world. Nearly 20 countries recognis-
ing it as a statutory holiday, and approximately
one-fifth of the global population celebrates the
Spring Festival in various forms, and in recent
years, the United Nations has also designated it
as a holiday. In addition to showcasing time-hon-
oured customs and traditions, Spring Festival cel-
ebrations continue to incorporate and innovate
with modern cultural and artistic developments.
During the Spring Festival temple fairs in
mainland China, there are Al paper-cutting dis-
plays. This year's CCTV Spring Festival Gala
featured a creative fusion dance performed by ro-

botic dogs, as well as a martial arts superstar
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to foster intercultural dialogue

showcasing the beauty of traditional Chinese cal-
ligraphy through a combination of Tai Chi and
dazzling electronic backdrops. The video website
Bilibili also launched a special Spring Festival Ga-
la page, live-streaming the event and attracting
young users who frequently visit the platform.
They could interact by leaving “pop-up” com-
ments using the "bullet screen" feature, creating
a lively atmosphere with a multitude of internet
conversations that offered a new interpretation of
the Spring Festival activities. All these events re-
flect the strength of our country's technology and
information networks, demonstrating that the
practice of technology is inseparable from hu-
manistic values. The integration of Spring Fest-
val culture with modern lifestyles confirms the ex-
istence of cross-generational and cross-cultural di-
alogues.

As the first Spring Festival following the suc-
cessful UNESCO heritage application, this year's
enthusiasm for Intangible Cultural Heritage
themed New Year trips has reached unprecedent-
ed heights. According to the latest data from
mainland travel platforms, overall searches for
"Spring Festival travel" have increased by 328%
year-on-year since January lst, with searches re-
lated to "Intangible Cultural Heritage" rising by
174%

strong interest in and enthusiastic participation

. This clearly demonstrates consumers'
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in Intangible Cultural Heritage culture. Many
customers are keen to check in at Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage experience activities, planning
trips with an authentic "Chinese New Year fla-
vour".

With its inclusion in the list of Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage, the "Chinese style" of the Spring
Festival is spreading across the international com-
munity. As a platform for promoting Chinese cul-
ture, Hong Kong must remain steadfast in con-
tinuing to showcase the vibrant culture of China.
For example, markets similar to temple fairs,
such as the Lunar New Year fairs and the Che
Kung Festival Fair, feature a variety of goods for
sale, performances, and religious rituals like spin-
ning the wheels of fortune and drawing fortune
sticks. These activities are rich with fascinating
Chinese cultural stories and traditions. Introduc-
ing these to our friends overseas not only allows
them to share in the celebrations but also helps
to break down barriers and promote mutual un-
derstanding between civilizations.

The Year of the Snakes brings fortune, harmo-
ny and prosperity. It is hoped that Hong Kong
can leverage the success of the Spring Festival's
UNESCO heritage designation to build a bridge

for intercultural dialogue.
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She has set her heart on a local university. She

is not going elsewhere.
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social workers and tell them about problems in
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families and schools.
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He set his heart on a career in playing football
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He didn't wear his heart on his sleeve but the
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divorce had really hurt him badly.
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when he was just a small boy.
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