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Whether I live or die means nothing. All
that matters

DS: Whether I live or not doesn't matter.
All T want is for you to die.
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Humans have enough prejudices to build
a mountain, and you can never move it, no
matter how hard you try.

DS: The prejudices in people's hearts are
like a massive mountain. No matter how
hard you try, you can never move it.
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3D animated

E The film Ne Zha: Mo Tong Nao

@ Hai (The Devil Child Stirs the Sea),

known as Ne Zha 2, has won over
its box office takings surpassing 10 billion RMB

audiences in mainland China, with

as of 13 February, making it the only non-Holly-
wood film to break into the top 20 global cine-
matic earners. Soon, "Ne Zha" will ride his
"wind-and-fire wheels" to Hong Kong.

On 13 February, a film distributor announced
that Ne Zha 2 will be released in Hong Kong
and Macao, screening across multiple cinemas.
Chinese filmmakers have poured their hearts in-
to this project, blending ancient literary classics
with cutting-edge animation technology to vivid-
ly bring Chinese mythology to life. This showcas-
es the captivating allure of Chinese culture, spark-
ing global admiration and curiosity. Hong Kong,
with its unique blend of Eastern and Western in-
fluences, must seize this chance to produce and
share more outstanding works of Chinese cul-
ture, enriching its role as a hub for international
cultural and artistic exchange while telling com-
pelling stories of China and Hong Kong to the
world.

Since its release in mainland China on 29 Jan-
uary, the first day of the Lunar New Year, Ne
Zha 2 has earned widespread praise and seen its

box office figures soar. Director Jiaozi (meaning
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I am the master of my own fate! I am the

one who decides, if I am an immortal or de-

DS: My life is mine to control, not heav-
en's. Whether I'm a demon or a god, that's

for me to decide!
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Ne Zha goes global to champion Chinese culture

'dumpling’), together with the original cast,
worked with nearly 140 teams and over 4,000 an-
imators from across China for five years to pro-
duce the film, bringing Chinese animated film
creation to new heights. The film retains the co-
medic flair of Ne Zha 1, boasting triple the num-
ber of characters and a tally of special effects
shots that exceeds the total shot count of its pre-
decessor, underscoring the growing maturity of
China's animation technology.

The tale of Ne Zha originates from the Ming
Dynasty supernatural novel Investiture of the
Gods and has been adapted numerous times into
films, TV series, and animations. Ne Zha (The
Boy Fighter from Heaven) in 1986 and Gods of
Honour in 2001, both produced by local TV
companies, remain fondly remembered to this
day. Ne Zha's lively and righteous persona has
captured hearts, particularly among younger au-
diences. This time, the mainland Chinese crew
behind Ne Zha 2 has harnessed the latest anima-
tion technology to reimagine the novel's mythical
realm, delivering a fresh experience for viewers.
Many overseas fans are eagerly awaiting its inter-
national release, with public opinion widely pre-
dicting a strong performance in the global film
market.

In addition to Ne Zha 2, the computer game
Black Myth: Wukong, inspired by Journey to the
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West, has previously caused a stir internationally.
Recent film and entertainment works rooted in
Chinese traditional stories have won favour with
audiences both at home and abroad. This suc-
cess stems partly from their thrilling audiovisual
appeal and partly from the production teams'
deep literary and historical heritage, coupled
with unique interpretations of classic literary
works. Through mainstream entertainment plat-
forms, they bring their envisioned worlds vividly
to life.

Experts believe that Chinese culture's global
outreach has already achieved significant success,
and with ongoing advancements in China's tech-
nology and cultural industries, they predict that
more exceptional Chinese cultural products will
captivate the world in the future.

Ne Zha 2 has taken mainland China by storm,
boosting global interest in Chinese elements and
animation while playing a vital role in promoting
Chinese culture — a resounding success by all ac-
counts.

However, for the film to succeed overseas, it
must address the fact that international audienc-
es may not be familiar with Chinese literary clas-
sics. By leveraging the film through short videos
and text posts, with influencers explaining the sto-
ry of Ne Zha and Investiture of the Gods on plat-
forms like Xiaohongshu (RedNote), buzz can be
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Exam is coming and I have to pull my socks

up. I don't want to fail.
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If the team wants to stay up in the league,
the players have to pull their socks up and per-
form their best in the remaining games.
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You had better pull your socks up and have
your work improved, or you will probably get
fired.
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The couple really worked their socks off to
make their little coffee shop a success.
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generated. This would deepen viewers' under-
standing of the tale, spark interest in China's tra-
ditional classic literature, and attract more enthu-
siasts, taking the promotion of Chinese culture to
new heights.

The unprecedented success of Ne Zha 2, Black
Myth: Wukong, and last year's Wing Chun
dance drama by the Shenzhen Opera and Dance
Theatre has inspired Hong Kong, a place where
Chinese and Western cultures meet. In the past,
Hong Kong's film industry produced works like
Once Upon a Time in China that showcased na-
tional spirit, alongside globally renowned contri-
butions such as Jin Yong's martial arts novels and
Tang Ti-sheng's classic Cantonese opera trea-
sures. China's ability to promote its culture and
foster mutual understanding between civilisations
have matured significantly. With Ne Zha 2
screening in Hong Kong, the city must keep pace
and consider its next steps in spreading Chinese
culture. This could involve pooling government
and corporate resources to establish funds and
platforms, encouraging the younger generation
to create original works that reinterpret Chinese
culture in innovative ways. Such efforts would
nurture a new wave of creative talent, enriching
Hong Kong's role as an East-meets-West Centre

for International Cultural Exchange.
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Time is running out. To meet the deadline, I
have to work my socks off.
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She has worked her socks off for the concert.
She wants it fresh and ground-breaking.

i O IEMIE S E R w > BREE A
HDE > S NHH 8

RIS - BLEE A R T A
pull one's socks up ; B JJ LA work one's socks
off » WA L AIBE T T o

I Ah > A @ knock/beat the socks off
someone i fE A A FTA5 4 (9 B T #RIT 4 1
AR A E T AT R O > T — 7 48
BT ITHE T AR TR > T
IR o RARWA T ES > A AE L
B 5 T 2 B 5 B LAl N > knock one's socks
off B EE JE N T A — S W AR > B
B EY) MBI > SN RE B
RE o

The young man knocked the socks off the oth-
er competitors in the piano competition.
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Dishes served in this restaurant knock the
socks off similar ones in the area. That's why it's
so popular.
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His book has knocked my socks off. Surpris-
ingly, it is a very good read.
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The president's new policy will likely be excit-
ing and knock everyone's socks off.
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