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6 Hong Kong People Rescued from Myanmar

The Hong Kong SAR Govern-

ment has made further significant

&

progress in rescue operation for
Hong Kong residents who have
been abducted to Southeast Asian countries for
detention and illegal employment, thanks to the
concerted efforts of various parties. The Secre-
tary for Security, Mr. Tang Ping-keung Chris ,
went to Thailand recently to coordinate the res-
cue operation and rescued 6 Hong Kong resi-
dents from a fraud park in Myanmar. 5 of
them were accompanied by officers of the Secu-
rity Bureau Task Force to return to Hong
Kong for a family reunion on the evening of
March 7, while the remaining one will stay in
Thailand to assist the Thai Police in investigat-
ing the case of illegal employment in Myanmar
in the capacity of a witness. An officer from the
Security Bureau's Task Force will continue to
stay in the country to accompany him. Chris
said the rescue of the 6 Hong Kong residents
did not involve ransom payment. 3 Hong Kong
residents are still in the fraudulent zone, and
the HKSAR Government will continue to
make every effort to rescue them.

The 6 Hong Kong people rescued include 3
men and 3 women, aged between 29 and 44,
who have been detained in the park for 5 to 7
months. They were lured to Thailand on the
pretext of helping to bring goods or money to
the fraud park in Myanmar because they had
mistakenly believed in some "quick money" ad-

vertisements on the Internet.
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After being rescued from the fraud park the
night before, the Burmese military escorted the
six to Mae Sot, Thailand, in the early hours of
the 7th. With the assistance of the Thai authori-
ties, the Chinese Embassy in Thailand and the
Consulate General in Chiang Mai, the SAR
Government's Security Bureau Task Force ac-
companied the 6 Hong Kong residents to Bang-
kok yesterday afternoon. Then, they accompa-
nied 5 of them to return to Hong Kong on a
flight in the evening. The remaining person,
who assisted the Thai police in their investiga-
tion as a witness, returned to Hong Kong on
the 8th.

Chris met the media at the airport on the af-
ternoon of the 7th after returning to Hong
Kong from Thailand. He said he had video
chats with the 6 rescued Hong Kong people in
Thailand and realized they were safe and in
good health. The 6 Hong Kong people also ex-
pressed gratitude to those who had helped
them and looked forward to returning to Hong
Kong to reunite with their families.

He thanked all the units involved in the joint
operation, including the Ministry of Public Se-
curity and frontline officers on duty at the
Thai-Myanmar border; the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, in particular the Chinese Embassy in
Thailand and the Chinese Consulate General
in Chiang Mai; the Thai Ministry of Justice,
Ministry of Defense, police and military; the
Burmese authorities, the Security Bureau of the

SAR Government, and the Hong Kong Eco-
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more concrete and specific.
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nomic and Trade Office (HKETO) in Bangkok.

Chris said this was a rescue operation, and

no ransom was involved. Information shows
that since the second quarter of 2024, 28 Hong
Kong people have been lured to Southeast Asia
to seek help. Including the 6 rescued this time,
25 people have been rescued, and 3 are still
trapped. The SAR Government's Security Bu-
reau Task Force will continue to actively follow
up on the cases and make every effort to en-
sure they return to Hong Kong as soon as possi-
ble. He is not able to disclose further details of
the operation as it involves the departments of

many different countries and regions.

Mr Chan Hak-kan Gary, a member of the

Panel on Security of the Legislative Council of
the HKSAR, said that the direct participation
of the HKSAR Government in the joint rescue
operation was probably related to the earlier co-
ordination visit to Thailand by the Task Force
led by the Under Secretary for Security. The
cooperation mechanism between the two sides
had been established, making the HKSAR Gov-

ernment's participation in the rescue operation

Regarding the

three Hong Kong people still waiting to be res-
cued, he admitted that assessing the chance of
each case being rescued was difficult, especially
as each case was complex and unique. Still, he
believed the HKSAR Government would ex-

haust all possible means to rescue them.

Gary believes that fraud park can no longer

operate with the intervention of the govern-
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Fraud Park

ments of China, Thailand, and many Southeast
Asian countries.

SAR Government has
stepped up publicity at the Hong Kong airport

In addition, the

and many departure points and extensive me-
dia coverage, which has heightened the public's
alertness and will help to minimize the number

of victims.
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According to the reading material,determine
whether the following statements are true.

(1) The Hong Kong SAR Government suc—
cessfully rescued 6 Hong Kong citizens from
a scam compound in Myanmar during the
joint rescue operation.

(True / False)

(2) The Hong Kong SAR Government paid
ransom to the scam compound to secure the
hostages' safety during the rescue operation.

(True / False)

(3) Gary stated that all scam compounds
have completely ceased operations following
interventions by governments of China, Thai-
land, and multiple Southeast Asian countries.

(True / False)
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