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; This year's government work re-
port proposed for the first time to
"provide childcare subsidies", and

the National Health Commission

(NHC) has indicated that it is drafting an oper-

A ) W, ational plan for childcare subsidies at the na-
tional level. According to incomplete statistics,

" 23 provinces have already explored implement-

ing a maternity subsidy system at different lev-

els this year.

.
(( According to experts, the state's promotion
of childcare subsidies is a strong signal in the

form of money to build a birth-friendly society.

soon as possible to form a unified national

We look forward to launching the national
‘ﬁ operational plan for childcare subsidies as

standard for the subsidy, its funding source,
and payment method and provide guidance
for localities in formulating specific policies. At
the same time, encouraging childbearing re-
quires the support of systematic childbearing
policies, and there is still a need for more in-
clusive and bottom-up policies to promote

childbearing.

T

The natural population growth rate in 2024
will be around -0.1 per thousand. The number
of births on the Mainland has been declining
for many years, but in 2024, there will be 9.54
million births, an increase of 0.52 million com-
pared to 2023, ending seven consecutive years
of decline. Two thousand twenty-four births

will rebound, and the National Bureau of Sta-
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tistics (NBS) attributed the rebound to factors
such as the accumulation of fertility intentions,
the implementation of childbearing policies,
and a preference for the Chinese zodiac sign
of the Year of the Dragon.

However, the Bureau also pointed out that
the number of women of childbearing age in
the Mainland, especially those in the prime of
childbearing, is still decreasing, impacting the
number of births in the next stage.

"In a sense, subsidizing childcare will help
boost China's economy." Experts believe that
the population issue is closely related to the to-
tal volume of China's economy. Currently,
there are problems with the total size and
structure of the mainland population, such as
there are more than 30 million males than fe-
males, and the total population is shrinking.
Such a population structure is not conducive
to sustained economic growth. It is necessary
to optimize and adjust the population struc-
ture consciously during economic development.

In addition, ageing has aggravated the prob-
lem of population structure, and childlessness
has led to a decrease in the total population
participating in economic activities in the fu-
ture and a contraction of financial activities.
Therefore, it is very important to introduce
childcare subsidies in a timely manner to build
a birth-friendly social atmosphere and policy
environment and optimize the room for eco-

nomic growth through this kind of monetary
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subsidy.
"China has accumulated rich experience in

granting one-child subsidies due to its strict

[EEPN LDV

BEHE > BRI R 12K 2 18T
M K RE B TR Se ARG A1 - R IR T A B R Y
A E LR o R A 8 AN S B iy > ACHE
AT AR SPE TARIRR ] - P 562 B TAF - it
b > —RERIBE ~ B B LA B A 5
JEE ] o

Experts Call for Standardized Childcare Subsidies

Complete the sentences below using NO

one-child policy, so it will not be too difficult MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage

to implement these subsidy policies." Experts
believe that establishing a subsidy system for
childcare that is financially supported by vari-
ous funding sources should be explored and
tilted toward key regions and populations. Con-
sideration could be given to providing the subsi-
dy quarterly or bi-monthly. Families' child-rear-
ing status will be reviewed annually, and the sub-
sidy can be extended until the child reaches the
age of 12 or even 18.

In addition, many women of childbearing
age have pointed out that not only do they
have to consider the cost of giving birth to a
child, but they also have to consider the cost
of raising a child, the cost of education, the
cost of medical care, etc. The fact that these
costs remain high will undoubtedly limit the
desire of many people to have children.

Experts suggest that in addition to subsidiz-
ing childcare for families with children aged
1-12 or even 18, parents should be given lon-
ger parental leave. Parents can adopt flexible
working hours when children are under 8
years old to balance family and work. In addi-
tion, a certain amount of education and medi-
cal subsidies can also help alleviate the pres-

sure of parenting.
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"It was the best of times, it was the worst
of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was
the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of be-
lief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was
the season of Light, it was the season of
Darkness, ... we had everything before us,
we had nothing before us, we were all going
direct to Heaven, we were all going direct

the other way......
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for each answer.
Q1: The government's childcare subsidy plan
aims to create a society by using mon-

etary incentives.

Q2: In 2024, the number of births increased by

compared to 2023, ending a sev-

en-year decline.

Q3: Experts argue that China's current popula—
tion structure, including a gender imbalance of
over males, hinders sustainable eco-
nomic growth.

Q4: Childcare subsidies could be distributed

or every two months to eligible families.

Q5: To balance work and family life, parents of
children under 8 should be allowed
working hours.
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