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Enhancing Hotspots to Boost Tourism

; Snap photos uploaded to social
A

&/

: : n . n
actively creating a "tourism-everywhere" trav-

media platforms, CityWalk roam-
ing the streets and alleys is the cur-

rent travel trend; Hong Kong is

el-friendly environment to attract long and
short-haul travellers worldwide.

Recently, journalists have conducted on-site
visits to several popular tourist spots and tour-
ist attractions in Hong Kong and found that
some places have more serious traffic hazards.
The Transport Department (TD) has pointed
out that the measures to enhance the pedestri-
an environment in the districts concerned will
be completed in the middle or third quarter of
this year, and some of the work will be carried
out during the peak period of tourists in the
summer.

Some DC members consider it necessary to
inform travellers in advance of the situation
and give suggestions on alternative pick-up
points so that they can use the opportunity to
make proactive recommendations on the one
hand and avoid disappointing travellers on the
other. Some LegCo Members also suggested
that the SAR Government and the tourism in-
dustry could adjust their mindset by proactive-
ly identifying, managing and planning for popu-
lar tourist spots and proactively guiding the de-
velopment of new tourist attractions in Hong
Kong.

At around 1 pm on the day of the Ching

Ming Festival (4th), reporters at the Kennedy
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Town Stonewall Tree site saw that although
the police had placed cones on the footpaths
and used orange warning strips to demarcate
the pedestrian paths from the traffic lanes,
most tourists were still concentrating on the
traffic lanes to beat the traffic. Vehicles record-
ed at the scene were travelling at a relatively
high speed, and cars preparing to turn at the
intersection would slow down appropriately.
Still, drivers would honk their horns as a re-
minder when there are photo-takers on the
road.
Notably,

may cause blind spots for drivers of vehicles

minibuses parked near hotspots

travelling on the road. Some of the cars almost
brushed past the tourists taking photographs.
Many tourists were standing at the pedestrian
crossing point, so people crossing the road
would also cross at an angle or find another
place to cross.

At the peak hours, about 70 tourists stopped
at the scene to take photos simultaneously. Ms.
Xiao from Shenzhen was more cautious. She
took a few pictures in the lane on the side of
the stone wall tree but was worried about the
cars coming from her side, and from time to
time, she kept her eyes or turned her head to
the side to pay attention to the vehicles behind
the minibus. "I felt that it was still a bit danger-
ous and would not go beyond the area where
the minibus was parked." If the footpath can
be widened, she thinks it will be more conve-

nient for people to clock in.
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Forbes Street is a necessary route for many
residents; Hong Kong citizen Mr. So said, do
not mind tourists; that is a good thing to publi-
cize the characteristics of the district, but walk-
ing out of the road is not ideal, if the Govern-
ment to widen the pavement are appropriate
arrangements. Mr. Lai, a member of the Hong
Kong public, said that tourists are welcome to
come and play and suggested that the Govern-
ment should arrange for staff to give tourists
warm tips on how to take photo safely at this
place.

Members of the Central and Western Dis-
trict Council said that the district attaches im-
portance to the experience of tourists clocking
in and suggested that the police and other de-
partments need to have systematic and regular
inter-departmental joint actions to increase pub-
licity and warm reminders to tourists about po-
tential safety hazards, especially in advance of
the Mainland holidays to make preparations
and advance deployment.

Regarding visitors' experience during the
construction period, she considers that support-
ing measures such as advance publicity and
on-site notices must be appropriately carried
out in this regard, and other features of the dis-
trict can be publicized through reminders dur-
ing the road construction period so that visitors
will not be disappointed and return home.

With the changes in tourists' consumption
and leisure patterns, the SAR Government

should adapt to the changes as soon as pos-

sible. The relevant departments should proac-
tively identify, manage, and plan for popu-
lar tourist spots to balance the experience of
tourists, the life of the public, and the natu-
ral ecology.

For example, if District Council members
can identify the latest hot spots, the local
District Office can contact the relevant de-
partments for short, medium, and long-term
planning. Suppose tourists like to visit vari-
ous livelihood and natural areas. In that
case, the relevant departments can take the
lead in deploying manpower to do order
management and safety reminders on the
spot when there are a lot of tourists and
then further carry out minor improvement
works in the livelihood areas. At the same
time, the natural areas can implement daily
booking to actively control the number of
people and achieve a win-win situation.

To improve the walking environment at
Forbes Street, the Transport Department has
arranged for the relevant departments to widen
part of the footpath under the stone wall trees.
The works are expected to be completed with-
in the third quarter of this year. Given the wa-
ter mains work being carried out by the Water
Supplies Department (WSD) at Forbes Street
and to minimize the impact on the school bus
services in the vicinity, the footpath widening
works will be arranged during the summer holi-
days.
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"In an instant both boys were rolling and tumbling
in the dirt, gripped together like cats; and for the
space of a minute they tugged and tore at each other's
hair and clothes, punched and scratched each other's
nose, and covered themselves with dust and glory."
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