AI4mEE

Mz

# SC R 3R

2025458130 (B#=) &)

WiEEH 426 BEE (XE

]y AFEBUF RIS (2025 FHE
TEp (BFT) BPHEE) B

FAR QAT R BERE 41 ) 8 THAE

FTBLATEG] » DVE R — P BB R i -

PR AR S LR R > A LA R R AL
FREF - 8GR BRAF A 2 B S A L4
AL > IR RBRK ST - R BB AR
A A B R PETE L > R A DA P 2
7 A VY K A SR Wy T AL e AR
TSR RG] > =IHBE
£ O R PR T S B ) -

HRE B 455 I B - 2023 4F AU 5 11 1
HREEEGEEN 158 M BN
9.1% » FRAWBLRAA ) 58 8 N A& H %
AT B A IR R T 5 B &
T € 5 BE AR R AL S B B A AR T B
¥ o

—TEA MO BIF 55 B > A R 2021 Elﬁﬁﬁ
SO LT 5 | S R R > A RRAS AR B AR
%) 82 (S HE TR B R 2L o L&%@@%é%
FhEr BN AR R E DB A E - PR E
ZIRZR R > o lm BURF 25 B BAs e > A
RAFBNLT - EREE > BEHFtite
AT A A AT R B A 2 % -

B[R] IRF - %8 B RTHR 28 AT ) R
FE it > AT B DATE T A B R TR 2
Bhn ] M AR ER TEEE AR A
% o

B BEHEEECR G S RE ML
AN FIAS 6 i iz 2E 9% 8 > 8 R E R B S AR

The Government of the Hong

lished Tobacco Control Legisla-

tion (Amendment) Bill 2025 in the Gazette

Kong Special Administrative Re-
gion (The Government) has pub-

to make amendments to the existing legisla-
tion, marking a new phase in tobacco con-
trol efforts. Among the 10 short-term tobac-
co control

measures announced last year,

eight of them require legislative amend-
ments. Tobacco poses a severe and far-reach-
ing threat to public health, and this amend-
ment aligns with both the public's health in-
The

should continue its resolute commitment to

terests and global trends. Government

tobacco control, advance towards the four

key tobacco control strategies through pro-
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approximately 580,000 people, had a daily
habit of smoking traditional cigarettes. Smok-
ing-related diseases place a heavy burden on
the healthcare system and the community as
a whole.

A local 2021,

health issues caused by tobacco use resulted

study revealed that in
in an estimated economic loss of HK$8.2 bil-
lion annually. This underscores the urgent
need to address the harm tobacco inflicts
on Hong Kong's society and public health.
The Government's phased approach to strin-
gent tobacco control is not only about pro-
tecting the economy and the city's image
but also a responsible and necessary step to-
public health. Additional-

ly, the amendment proposes to prohibit the

wards safeguarding
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dence. Take Singapore, which has even
stricter tobacco control measures than Hong
Kong, as an example. Since 1970, Singa-

pore has progressively expanded its smoking
bans, designating 49,000 indoor and outdoor
In 2019, the

popular tourist and commercial area of Or-

locations as no-smoking zones.

chard Road was declared a no-smoking
zone 1in its entirety.
However, tourist numbers have not de-

clined due to these stringent policies or

heavy smoking penalties. According to data
released by the Singapore Tourism Board
this February, Singapore welcomed 16.5 mil-
lion wvisitors in 2024, a 21% increase from
2023, with tourism revenue reaching a re-

cord S$$29.8 billion last year. Singapore's ex-
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create a clean,

by working hand-in-hand with all sectors of

and appeal as Asia's world city.
According to data from the

Statistics Department, in
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gressive and multi-pronged approaches, and

"Smoke-Free Hong Kong"
society, so as to enhance the city's image
Census and

9.1% of
Hong Kong residents aged 15 and above,

2023,

possession of alternative

es like

"tobacco control + drug prevention" effect.
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smoking products,
which will help curb the use of e-cigarettes
as a medium for consuming illegal substanc-

"space oil drugs", achieving a dual

Some argue that the stringent tobacco con-
trol policy may deter tourists and harm the

tourism industry, but this claim lacks evi-

perience clearly demonstrates that tobacco
control does not negatively impact the econo-
tourism. On  the

my or contrary, a

smoke-free, healthy Hong Kong will project
an 1mage of advanced civilisation and at-
tract more visitors.

While

no-smoking zones,

increasing  penalties,  expanding

and strengthening regula-
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He has finally seen the light and decided to
give up his plan of increasing taxes.
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Manpower is an important asset. Some boss-
es are just not able to see the light.
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After a number of setbacks, he saw the light
and understood how bad the situation was.
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Co-creating a Smoke-Free Hong Kong to Safeguard Public Health

tions, the relevant authorities should also con-
tinue to step up their efforts in combating,
enforcing and prosecuting smoking. The Gov-
ernment should also focus on enhancing pub-
lic education and support for smoking cessa-
tion, for example, educating students about
the dangers of tobacco from a young age,
making cessation services available at commu-
nity pharmacies, and offering vouchers to in-
centivise successful quitters. These measures
would increase deterrence while making quit-
ting more appealing and accessible.

the Gov-

ernment's strategic direction of tobacco con-

Together with this amendment,
trol and its short, medium and long-term
measures have weighed factors such as the
effectiveness of the measures, their practicabil-
ity and public acceptability. For the sake of
ourselves, others and the next generation, all
sectors of the community should support the
Government's tobacco control efforts and
work together to curb the menace of smok-
health, and

clean and healthy Hong Kong.
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When the man she met on social media

asked her for more money, light dawned on
her. She then realized that she had fallen into a
romance scam.
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He was in hospital for two weeks. Light
dawned on him and he started to take greater
care of his health.
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An interview with one of the witnesses has
cast light on the case. That helped the detective
to finally solve the mystery.
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Hopefully, results from studies conducted by
the universities will shed some light on the
cause of the discase.
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These ideas do not seem to throw light on
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