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Enhancing Enforcement of Mandatory Window Inspection to Protect Public Safety

The latest Report of the Direc-

among which 43% of statutory notices had re-

tor of Audit revealed that approxi-
mately 26,000 notices remained

non-compliant as of last vyear,
mained outstanding for more than 3 years and
up to 11.6 years, since the launch of the Man-
datory Window Inspection Scheme (MWIS). In
response at the Legislative Council on 16 May,
the Secretary for Development, Bernadette
Linn, stated that streamlining procedures and
accelerating progress would be considered. As
buildings age, regular window and building in-
spections are critical to safeguarding lives and
property. The Government's recent efforts to
strengthen  enforcement through legislative
amendments are commendable.

However, the current challenge lies in the
insufficient deterrent effect of penalties for
mandatory window inspections and the lack
of robust enforcement. The Government has
proposed introducing new penalties for
non-compliance with window inspection notic-
es, which should be implemented swiftly. Ad-
ditionally, further support for vulnerable
groups is needed to foster a safe and live-
able residential environment across society.

Over the past seven years, Hong Kong

has recorded 445 incidents of windows fall-
ing from buildings, resulting in one death
and seven injuries. Alarmingly, 66% of the
buildings involved were not classified as
high-risk for window falling at the time of
the incidents. Linn acknowledged the need
to improve the selection process for inspec-
tions and leverage technology to expedite
the issuance of fixed penalty notices and ad-
vance prosecution efforts. However, the data
reveals that nearly half of the window inspec-
tion notices issued by the Government re-
main non-compliant, with some departments
failing to follow up after issuing notices, ex-
posing flaws in the execution of the MWIS.
Stronger enforcement and heavier penalties
are essential.

Since June 2012, the Buildings Department
has fully implemented the MWIS, requiring
property owners to regularly inspect their build-
ing's windows to identify and address issues
promptly. Under the Buildings Ordinance, the
Buildings Department can issue statutory notic-
es to owners of private buildings aged 10 years
or older, mandating the appointment of quali-
fied persons to conduct prescribed inspections.
For non-compliant owners or owners' corpora-

tions, the Buildings Department may issue a

fixed penalty notice of HK $1,500. Repeat of-
fenders may face prosecution, with a maximum
fine of HK$25,000 and imprisonment for up to
three months. In cases of window-falling inci-
dents, penalties under section 4B(1) of the Sum-
mary Offences Ordinance may include a fine
of HK $10,000 and

months. The limited severity of these penalties

imprisonment for six

has led some owners to ignore inspection notic-
es, taking their chances.

The Government has taken remedial steps,
proposing amendments to the Buildings Ordi-
nance to expedite building inspections and re-
increase

pairs and related fixed penalties.

The relevant departments are consolidating
public feedback, aiming to submit the amend-
ment bill to the Legislative Council in the
first half of next year. The Development Bu-
reau previously indicated plans to double the
fixed penalty for non-compliance with win-
dow inspection notices to HK $3,000, with
prosecution for continued non-compliance car-
rying a maximum fine of HK$200,000 and
imprisonment for up to one year. Neglected
windows are akin to "ticking time bombs,"
and the Government could even consider im-
posing "encumbrance registration" on the ti-

tles of deliberately non-compliant owners as

a deterrent.

Hong Kong has many "three-nil" buildings
(those without owners' corporations, manage-
ment committees, or property management),
where owners, often elderly, struggle to coordi-
nate window inspections for common areas.
The Government should provide appropriate
support to these building owners, including as-
sistance in convening meetings and offering suit-
able subsidies for eligible owners to complete
window inspection works.

Hong Kong introduced mandatory building
and window inspection schemes years ago to en-
hance safety, but their implementation has
been less than ideal. The Development Bureau
submitted a document to the Legislative Coun-
cil last year stating that since the schemes' in-
ception, compliance rates for mandatory build-
ing and window inspections have been approxi-
mately 40% and 70%, respectively. To ensure
these schemes are effective, enforcement chal-
lenges must be addressed through measures
such as heavier penalties and stronger enforce-
ment efforts, ensuring timely inspections and
maintenance of buildings and windows to pro-
vide a safer and more secure living environ-

ment for the public.
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She is a single mum and the sole breadwinner of the fami-
ly.
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The workers severely injured in the accident are bread-

winners of their respective families.

B PR Z A #40 TAHRIE % A 5P ARG SO -

They are not rich but definitely not on the breadline.
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Many charitable organizations are working hard to help
children who are living under the breadline.
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Accounting is his bread and butter; singing is just a side-

line.
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She enjoys cooking very much. Now she earns her bread
and butter by operating a small restaurant.
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Education is surely a bread-and-butter issue. We have to
put in more resources.

BABEERREANRESRH > RMBARMELE
R

The bread-and-butter problem is that small businesses
cannot afford the high rents.
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This app is really the best thing since sliced bread. It
makes our lives a lot easier.
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We do think that the new secretary is the greatest thing
since sliced bread. He is efficient and helpful.

A E A ST RE AL R B R A > TARRR
M BRI

The plan is not very practical but they think it is the
greatest thing since sliced bread.
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