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Hong Kong Capitalises on US Academic Woes to Attract Global Talent

The U.S. government recently

gramme, banning it from admitting internation-

announced the revocation of Har-
vard University's eligibility for the
Student and Exchange Visitor Pro-
al students. Current overseas students must
transfer or leave the country, with up to a quar-
ter of students expected to be affected.

The Trump administration has also indicated
potential similar measures against other universi-
ties. This move not only severely violates inter-
national students' rights to equal education and
free academic research but also starkly contra-
dicts the academic freedom and diversity long
championed by American higher education.

As Hong Kong strives to become an interna-
tional hub for post-secondary education, the
Government and academic sector can capitalise
on this opportunity to promote the "Study in
Hong Kong" brand, attracting non-local stu-
dents and research talent to bolster Hong
Kong's position as a global hub for high-calibre
talent and support the development of an inter-
national innovation and technology centre.

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security
cited Harvard's repeated violations of federal

law, creation of an unsafe campus environment,

and contribution to campus violence as reasons
for prohibiting the university from admitting in-
ternational students on non-immigrant visas. Al-
though a California federal judge later issued
an injunction to prevent the Trump administra-
tion from terminating the legal status of interna-
tional students at Harvard and other universi-
ties during the case's review, the damage to aca-
demic freedom and America's soft power has al-
ready been done. The U.S. has sent a clear sig-
nal of xenophobia and hostility towards interna-
tional talent, undermining its reputation as a
study destination and severely damaging its
vaunted academic freedom and higher educa-
tion system. A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
person noted that China-U.S. educational coop-
eration is mutually beneficial, and China firmly
opposes the politicisation of such cooperation.
The U.S. actions will only harm its own image
and international credibility, while China will
steadfastly protect the legitimate rights of its
overseas students and scholars.

Amid America's self-inflicted setbacks, Hong
Kong's higher education sector has a prime op-
portunity to attract global talent. The Secretary
for Education of Hong Kong announced on so-

cial media that the Education Bureau has

promptly contacted local universities regarding
Harvard's ban on international student admis-
sions, urging them to act swiftly and provide
support measures for eligible students affected
by U.S. policies to safeguard their legitimate
rights. Several Hong Kong universities have re-
sponded proactively with diverse initiatives, in-
cluding issuing open invitations to international
undergraduate and postgraduate students cur-
rently or planning to study at Harvard, estab-
lishing dedicated teams to assist with applica-
tions, credit transfers, accommodation, and vi-
sas, and offering support such as special scholar-
ships.

The swift and proactive response from the Ed-
ucation Bureau and local universities is highly
commendable. As the only city globally with five
universities ranked among the world's top 100,
Hong Kong boasts the unique advantage of be-
ing "backed by the motherland, connected to the
world,” making it an ideal destination for study
and research. The Education Bureau and univer-
sities should continue to actively promote the
"Study in Hong Kong" brand globally, attracting
top international students, while improving sup-
port for non-local students in areas such as cloth-

ing, food, housing, and transport. In the long
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term, the Government should refine talent attrac-
tion policies and introduce incentives to encour-
age non-local graduates to stay and contribute to
Hong Kong's development.

Furthermore, recent large-scale funding cuts,
layoffs, arrests, and visa revocations by the
Trump administration have prompted many re-
searchers in the U.S. to consider leaving. A Na-
ture survey in late March revealed that 75% of
scientists are contemplating departing the U.S.
Therefore, Hong Kong should not only focus on
attracting students but also actively recruit talent,
particularly in research fields aligned with devel-
opment strategies of Hong Kong and the Nation.
Hong Kong should strengthen collaboration with
Chinee Mainland, especially universities, re-
search institutions, and industries in the Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, to
create superior conditions and environments for
talent in areas such as academic posts, funding,
equipment, data, and commercialisation of re-
search outcomes. This will enable talent to fully
realise their potential, positioning Hong Kong as
a place to fulfil their aspirations and contribute
to the innovation, technology, and new produc-
tive forces of the City and the Nation.
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Y3 : The mobile phone rang at night, proba-
bly because there were oil-rigs nearby. It was sig-
nal from Vietnam.
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Y& 3 ¢ It's rare that anything in Hong Kong
does not change in such a long time.
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## 3 : Bao-yu glanced at the other two cup-
boards referred to by Disenchantment. One was
labelled "Jinling, Twelve Beauties of; Supplemen-
tary Register No. 1"; the other was labelled "Jin-
ling, Twelve Beauties of; Supplementary Register
No. 2".
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Our hair stood on end while we were watching

this horror movie.

WA ZE M BN > WHTEEE -

Media descriptions on the murder case make peo-
ple's hair stand on end.
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The principal's hackles will rise if students come
late or are absent during the morning assembly.
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His hackles rose when he heard the negative com-
ments. He thought they were unfair.
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The rudeness of the restaurant staff made our
hackles rise. We won't come again.
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The new tax policy will surely raise public hackles.
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She got her dander up when her son failed the pia-
no test.
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His brother's attitude got his dander up and the
row started.
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He didn't turn a hair when he heard the news. He
seemed neither angry nor worried.
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People were expecting her to be outraged, but she
didn't turn a hair.
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