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Hong Kong's Technology and Innovation Development Enters a New Phase

The International Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation Forum (IS-
TIF) of the Boao Forum for Asia,
held in Hong Kong for the first time,

adopted the theme of "Transitioning Towards the
Future: Powered by Science, Technology and In-
novation". The forum explored how to capitalise
on Hong Kong's unique advantage of connecting
Chinese Mainland with the global community, fos-
tering international cooperation in innovation and
technology (I&T). It is expected to bring together
over 800 leading experts, scholars, and political
and business leaders from around the world.
Against the backdrop of intensifying global techno-
logical competition and ongoing U.S. restrictions
on Chinese technology, the timing of this interna-
tional summit is highly significant. It not only re-
flects the confidence in and support for Hong
Kong from the nation and the international com-
munity, but also underscores the city's unique role
as a global connector, providing a vital platform
for promoting and deepening international cooper-
ation in science and technology. This aligns with
the prevailing trend of collaborative, mutually ben-
eficial innovation, injecting fresh momentum into
global technological progress and demonstrating
profound contemporary relevance.

The ISTIF of the Boao Forum for Asia focuses
on global innovation topics, establishing itself as
one of the world's premier platforms for high-level

collaboration. Its decision to be hosted in Hong

Kong not only affirms the city's international ad-
vantages but also acknowledges its role as a "su-
per-connector.” The Hong Kong Forum, themed
"Leveraging the Advantages of Connecting with
Both the Mainland and the World to Foster Glob-
al Innovation and Technology Collaboration",
brought together renowned experts as well as polit-
ical and business leaders from various fields, to ex-
plore how Hong Kong can fully leverage its
unique advantages of internal and external con-
nectivity. Former foreign heads of state, senior rep-
resentatives from international organisations,
prominent local and international academics,
founders of enterprises and startups, and youth
leaders from various countries also participated in
sub-forums, cutting-edge dialogues, and roundta-
ble discussions, sharing insights on the most press-
ing innovation topics. Such high-calibre interna-
tional exchanges have further elevated Hong
Kong's status and influence in the global innova-
tion landscape.

Amid escalating global competition in science
and technology, with the U.S. reducing domestic
research funding and imposing discriminatory re-
strictions on Chinese technology, international col-
laboration faces significant challenges. In this con-
text, hosting the forum in Hong Kong carries par-
ticular significance. Leveraging the unique advan-
tages of the "One Country, Two Systems" frame-
work, Hong Kong can connect with both the

Mainland's vast innovation resources and markets

while engaging with international advanced tech-
nologies and capital, serving as a critical bridge for
global innovation cooperation. The forum embod-
ies the principle that science knows no borders, fos-
tering exchanges of talent, ideas, research, technol-
ogies, and applications, deepening regional and in-
ternational collaboration, and driving collective
progress and breakthroughs. It also showcases
Hong Kong's strengths, opportunities, and open,
inclusive research ecosystem to global talent, busi-
nesses, and investors, attracting them to establish a
presence or invest in the city, thereby invigorating
Hong Kong's innovation ecosystem.

In recent years, the Government has vigorously
advanced its innovation and technology develop-
ment, achieving a strong foundation and making
steady progress through the synergy of an "capa-
These

efforts deserve recognition. For instance, the Hong

ble government” and an "efficient market."

Kong Innovation and Technology Development
Blueprint, unveiled in 2022, outlined key focus ar-
eas such as life and health sciences, artificial intelli-
gence (Al), and advanced manufacturing. Inno-
HK's research clusters foster international re-
search exchange, Research, Academic and Indus-
try Sectors One-plus Scheme (RAISe+) and New
(NTAS)

drive the commercialisation of research and indus-

Industrialisation  Acceleration Scheme
trialisation. Sun Dong, Secretary for Innovation,

Technology and Industry Burecau, stated on 5
May that Hong Kong now hosts over 4,700 start-
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ups and has attracted more than 200 high-poten-
tial or representative technology firms, many of
which have successfully listed in Hong Kong.
These achievements indicate that Hong Kong's in-
novation ecosystem has transitioned from "laying
the groundwork"” to "breaking new ground" in a
new phase, injecting fresh vitality into economic
transformation and high-quality development.
Looking forward, Hong Kong should continue
to leverage its strengths in science and technology,
accelerating development in areas of competitive
advantage such as life and health sciences, Al, and
microelectronics. By enhancing research and com-
mercialisation capabilities in these cutting-edge
fields, Hong Kong can drive industrial growth
through innovation and foster efficient collabora-
tion among government, industry, academia, re-
search, and investment sectors, cultivating a thriv-
ing innovation ecosystem. This will expedite the
city's development as an international innovation
hub. Simultaneously, Hong Kong should align
with national development strategies, contributing
to the nation's needs by supporting efforts to
strengthen global technology governance, pro-
mote international innovation and cooperation,
lead the formulation of new technology standards,
and accelerate the achievement of the United Na-
tions' 2030 Sustainable Development Goals, offer-
ing Chinese wisdom and strength to these global

endeavours.
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8% Lk £ B3 7K: The body is a Bodhi tree, The soul is like
a bright mirror. Brush it clean again and again, Don't let the
dust fall off.

John R. McRae 2 Z: Body drive is like a Bodhi tree; The
brain is like a bright mirror. You must rub it frequently——
Don't let it get dirty.
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The body is like a Bodhi-tree,The mind is like a bright mir-

ror stand. Constantly we sweep and wipe it with diligence, Do
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not let it attract any dust.
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BB R © The void of the world, it can contain the
colors and images of all things, Sun, moon, and stars, Moun-
tains, rivers, and land, Quanyuan Creek, ...... All oceans and
land; Mount Sumeru and other mountain ranges - these are all
in the void of the universe.

Thomas Cleary s27%:The void of material space encompass-
es the colors and forms of countless things, including the sun,
land,

streams, ...... the oceans and the mountains—all are within

moon, and stars, mountains, rivers, springs, valleys,

space.
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and Mount Sumeru with its ranges are all in the nature of true

Oceans

emptiness.
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than ten years' radio silence" (K124
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upped IR EFF 7)) > prices are upping
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Someone must have said something of-
fensive.

That's why he upped and left in
the middle of the meeting.
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She just upped and went without saying
goodbye, and afterwards broke off all con-
tacts with the family.
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The whole team up-and disappeared
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soon after the match. Obviously fans were
very disappointed.

FTRAN *&S'ZEERF%?—EF%@E@%
T BRERBHARIEHRE

He had always taken his wife for grant-

. IFs ___ I EE B ) ed until one day she up and left him.
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The singer announced his comeback af-
ter a radio silence of nearly three years.

TR BT B9 7 B R AT = 4F > PR E AR
H oo

It is radio silence. He hasn't written,

texted or phoned anyone in the family.
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The company can't just go radio silent
after the accident. They have to make a
public statement.
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Her friends and colleagues have kept
sending her messages but she is still radio

silent.
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