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Government has announced

E The

@ the completion of its review of the

stringent, with priority given to funding interna-

"M" Mark events. Moving forward,

the selection process will be more

»
»

tional open competitions. The Government also
plans to enhance its monitoring mechanisms.

The "M" Mark sponsorship is awarded to ma-
jor sports events held in Hong Kong, with the
aim of fostering a sustainable sports culture and
generating tangible economic benefits, ultimately
positioning Hong Kong as a hub for internation-
al sporting events. Drawing on past experience,
the Government has refined the approval sys-
tem, streamlined resource allocation, and im-
proved the M Mark's credibility. Looking ahead,
the "M" Mark should be developed more com-
prehensively—not only as a funding mechanism
but also as a symbol of quality for major sports
events in the city.

Under the "M" Mark sponsorship and support
system, events granted the "M" Mark receive
government funding, including financial and ven-
ue support. Each event may receive up to HK
$15 million, with additional subsidies of HK $1

million each for venue rental and marketing.

Ji Bl A1l A3 2R~ A ACOK TR > LL R
LW EBELRE - ARL IR F2 1

RS SE T /A

A IM] SR EER HE > BEERAIEF IS
By AR G| AU T I Rt VB R IR BR - 3
i BLEE SR B R  ERE S -

SR o Sl R B A AR TM SRR T
By > SOREMF G M o KAEQ H 4 H PR R
FEF USRI TR > 2Bk 8 2%
Wr B R A5 R BE L RE > 2 BRER AR NG 4
9oEse

BfE SR 2 A FE R TMO RS B Y
HIsE o M AR (] — 2 PSR > (HE R E
BEFRBRMEIES > A& dh 85 2R R
IFEATEAL [ M R s e R B AR

AL B SR R R R A R R R - R
(M b R A R A B PR A B - BRI
Ab > W TR AR > KRR 5 R A
FH M TR iR B A b 58 AL AR A
R MG E RS THR R - e BIHEE K
B EBR > H 600 U0 1,500 B - 52

R EERLR B - #0 A B 1,500 BT
Zih R o

IR B e ER TM B 5 TR TG B
mmé PRUEE R F S E SR - SRR

P& E TR Sy A

%Eﬂﬁﬁmtﬁﬁﬁ LR IR A e B
EEMESR > ERFEE DL R GE  fEfR
R A B A 0O T Y BB B B o

Over the past three years, 54 international
sports events certified under the "M" Mark have
been held in Hong Kong, with total funding
reaching HK$624 million. In the 2024-25 finan-
cial year alone, more than 900,000 attendees par-
ticipated in major international sports events sup-
ported by the scheme.

The "M" Mark was launched to promote a
sports-loving culture, offering local athletes the
chance to shine on home ground while attract-
ing top-tier international talent to perform in
Hong Kong—an initiative with commendable in-
Mark

sponsorship include high-profile football matches

tentions. Events that have received "M"
such as Arsenal vs Tottenham Hotspur and Liv-
erpool vs AC Milan, as well as the Hong Kong
Marathon, which passes through iconic city land-
marks and features world-class athletes.
With the backing of the "M" Mark,

events have drawn attention from both local resi-

these

dents and global audiences, contributing to the
growth of the tourism and sports industries—an
impact that deserves recognition.

However, not all events supported by the "M"
Mark have met expectations. On 4 February last

year, Inter Miami played a friendly match
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against the Hong Kong team, with widespread
anticipation surrounding football legend Lionel
Messi. His absence from the match, citing inju-
ry, led to deep disappointment and anger among
fans and the public.

"M
Mark application and refunded half the ticket

Although the organiser withdrew its

price to spectators, the incident severely dam-
aged Hong Kong's international reputation. Pub-
lic calls have since emerged for the Government
to reassess the criteria and procedures for award-
ing the "M" Mark sponsorship.

Secretary for Culture, Sports and Tourism,
Rosanna Law, stated that the "M" Mark sponsor-
ship will focus on international open competi-
tions in future. The evaluation criteria will also
be adjusted, with particular emphasis on the
event's contribution to promoting sports develop-
ment in Hong Kong, tourism, and local econom-
ic benefits. Funding limits will be determined
based on the assessment score of each applica-
tion, ranging from HKS$6 million to HK$15 mil-
lion—meaning not all approved applications will
automatically receive the maximum funding.

Applicants will also be required to submit

post-event reports detailing their impact on
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Strengthening the "M" Mark Image and Delivering Spectacular Events

sports development, visitor numbers, and eco-
nomic outcomes.

The Government's plan to review each appli-
cation individually ensures that resources are allo-
cated to the most valuable events. This reflects a
commitment to continuous improvement and ef-
fective resource utilisation.

In the long term, the "M" Mark image must
be further enhanced so that the public under-
stands it is more than just a sponsorship label.
Similar to the Michelin Guide's restaurant rat-
ings, the "M" Mark should become a hallmark
of world-class quality through branding and en-
dorsement.

The Government should explore ways to en-
rich the identity of "M" Mark through design
and advertising, conveying its vibrancy and pres-
tige. It should also clearly communicate the crite-
ria for awarding the "M" Mark and showcase
successful case studies to the world. This would
encourage more high-quality international sports
organisers to apply for the "M" Mark and host
exciting events in Hong Kong, building a strong
reputation for the "M" Mark and reinforcing the
city's status as a global sports capital.
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