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Fole gras
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When mentioning foie gras, one of the "world's three

great delicacies", you might first think of France.Tradi-
tionally, French foie gras is made from the liver of the
Landes goose, which originates from the Landes region
in southern France.However, the foie gras you are sa-

vouring nowadays is most likely produced in China.
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According to media reports, China's foie gras produc-
tion now accounts for 45% of the global total. Huoqiu
County in Anhui's Lu'an City and Linqu County in
Shandong Province, are the main foie gras producing ar-
cas.Linqu, Shandong, was the first place in China to in-
troduce Landes geese. In 1988, a company in Linqu im-

ported 10,000 Landes geese from France, marking the
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start of the local foie gras industry.

Lu'an has a foundation for goose farming and its
high-quality "Wanxi White Goose" has long been fa-
mous, earning the region a reputation as the "Home-

town of White Geese" and the "Capital of Down."
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Huogqiu County, located among the Dabie Mountains
and on the southern bank of the middle reaches of the
Huai River, has abundant water systems and a strong
foundation in agriculture and animal husbandry. Local
farmers introduced French Landes geese from Shandong
around 2003.

Now, Huoqiu has become the largest county-level foie
gras production and processing base in the country.
There are more than 140 Landes goose farming enter-
prises in the area, with an annual farming and process-
ing capacity of 4 million to 5 million Landes geese.The
annual production of foie gras in Huoqiu exceeds 5,000
tonnes, with a comprehensive annual output value close
to RMB 2 billion.About half of China's foie gras export-
ed globally is produced here.
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The local area has also cooperated with institutions
such as the Anhui Academy of Agricultural Sciences, An-
hui Agricultural University (AAU), and some science
and technology colleges in Anhui to establish an enter-
prise technology R&D centre,focuses on researching key
issues including scientific force-feeding methods for Lan-

des geese and genetic degradation in the breed.
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From breeding geese, farming, force-feeding, slaugh-
tering, deep processing to comprehensive utilisation of
waste, Huoqiu has driven the formation of a comprehen-
sive industrial chain worth tens of billions of RMB in the
local area.During the period from 2014 to 2020, more
than 73,000 houscholds, nearly 170,000 people, in Huo-
qiu County were lifted out of poverty, and this county
was removed from the list of national-level poverty-strick-
en counties.
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