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The 10th Belt and Road Summit

was held with great fanfare at the

tember 10 to 11, bringing together over 90 se-

Hong Kong Convention and Exhibi-
tion Centre in Wan Chai from Sep-

nior officials and business leaders from 18 Belt
and Road partner countries and regions. Against

a backdrop of rising geopolitical conflicts, unilat-

eralism, and protectionism, this summit has inject-
ed fresh momentum into the high-quality devel-
opment of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
With its unique advantages, Hong Kong is
well-positioned to play an irreplaceable role in
this historic opportunity.

Since its launch in 2013, the BRI has grown
into one of the world's largest and most extensive
platforms for international economic coopera-

China has

signed more than 230 cooperation agreements

tion, yielding remarkable results.

with over 150 countries and 30 international or-

ganisations, supporting and advancing thousands
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of projects and creating hundreds of thousands of
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As a key hub in the BRI, Hong Kong enjoys a
strategic position and plays a vital role in connec-
tivity. In the financial sector, Hong Kong has ac-
tively contributed to the initiative. Over the past
two years, it has established cross-listing arrange-
ments with Middle Eastern financial markets, fa-
cilitating two-way capital flows. Last year alone,
Hong Kong issued over US$80 billion in green
and sustainable bonds, accounting for 45% of
Asia's total green bond issuance. Since 2021, the
city has issued seven catastrophe bonds totalling
more than US$800 million, helping countries in
Asia and the Americas mitigate the impact of nat-
ural disasters. Moreover, Hong Kong has sup-
ported infrastructure development by securitising
infrastructure debt, enabling partner regions to at-
tract more investment.

In legal and dispute resolution services, Hong
Kong has further solidified its status as a
world-class mediation hub with the establishment

of the International Organisation for Mediation
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(IOMed). This provides swift solutions for dis-
putes arising from BRI projects and conflicts be-
tween multinational enterprises and host coun-
tries. Hong Kong has also deepened collabora-
tion with Chinese Mainland in arbitration, foster-
ing integrated development. In terms of profes-
sional services, the city boasts top-tier talent in fi-
nance, accounting, engineering, and consultancy,
offering comprehensive support for large-scale in-
frastructure and investment projects along the
BRI

To seize the opportunities presented by the
high-quality development of BRI partner coun-
tries, Hong Kong can leverage its strengths in
several key areas. First, as the world's largest off-
shore Renminbi business centre, it can offer
more diversified financing channels and enhance
the mechanisms for BRI project financing in the
city. Second, by strengthening its connectivity
functions, Hong Kong can expand its global
trade network. Through the use of big data and

blockchain technologies, it can develop smart lo-
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Leveraging Hong Kong's Strengths to Advance High-Quality Development of the Belt and Road Initiative

gistics systems, elevate trade digitalisation, and es-
tablish itself as a hub for digital trade and logis-
tics information along the BRI. Furthermore,
Hong Kong can build on its technological
strengths to become a centre for data and innova-
tion. By harnessing the research capabilities of its
universities, the city can collaborate with BRI
partner countries on technology development
and talent training.

Looking ahead, while the BRI continues to re-
inforce cooperation in traditional sectors such as
manufacturing and energy, emerging industries
like new energy and the digital economy will be-
come focal points for future development. Hong
Kong should seize this opportunity to promote in-
within  the

tegrated  development Guang-

dong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area,
forming a robust support system for the BRI. As
an open and international city, Hong Kong is
well-placed to serve as both a bridge and a test-
ing ground for such mechanisms.
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