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This year marks the centena-

ry of the founding of the Palace

of the Palace Museum, Zheng Xinmiao, shared

Museum. In an exclusive interview

with Wen Wei Po, former Director

insights into the recent development of "Palace
Studies". The Palace Museum houses countless
priceless artefacts, serving as a treasure trove
that showcases the brilliance of Chinese civilisa-
tion. It also stands as a distinguished chronicle
of the Chinese nation's journey through trials
and transformation. Hong Kong should fully le-
verage its unique advantage as a connector be-
tween China and the world, building a broader
bridge for mutual cultural exchange and learn-
ing. By promoting the rich historical and cultur-
al heritage of the Palace Museum overseas,
Hong Kong can help tell the profound story of
China to the international community and high-
light its unique role as a centre for cultural and
artistic exchange between East and West.

The Palace Museum is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site and a crystallisation of Chinese cul-
ture. Standing for over 600 years, the stories it
carries not only fill Chinese people with pride

but also captivate many from abroad, who travel
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great distances to visit it. Over the years, numer-
ous foreign heads of state visiting Beijing have
paused on the stone paths of the Palace Muse-
um, marvelling at its grandeur and engaging in
meaningful dialogue with Chinese hosts—creat-
ing memorable moments in diplomatic history.

The Museum's collections represent the finest
of Chinese cultural and artistic traditions. These
include exclusive masterpieces from the Ming
and Qing imperial courts, such as pearl bonsai
and ivory mats, as well as renowned calligraphy
and paintings from various dynasties housed in
the Hall of Three Rarities. These treasures re-
flect the wisdom of ancient Chinese scholars and
embody 5,000 years of profound cultural heri-
tage.

Since the 18th National Congress of the Com-
munist Party of China, General Secretary Xi Jin-
ping has placed great emphasis on the protec-
tion and inheritance of the Palace Museum's cul-
tural legacy, issuing numerous important direc-
tives that have guided its development. Advanc-
ing research in "Palace Studies" enables a more
scientific and systematic approach to organising
the Museum's resources. This not only allows ex-

perts and scholars to conduct in-depth research
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and uncover more hidden gems, but also sup-
ports the promotion of the Museum's artefacts in
engaging and meaningful ways. Through this,
the richness of Chinese civilisation can be con-
veyed to younger generations and international
audiences, fostering a deeper appreciation and
helping to preserve the roots of Chinese culture
while encouraging mutual understanding be-
tween civilisations.

In 2022, the Hong Kong Palace Museum
opened, sharing the same lineage with the Pal-
ace Museums on both sides of the Taiwan
After the

and exhibitions settled in Hong Kong, Hong

Strait. Palace Museum's collections
Kong's mission to inherit and promote Chinese

culture appears even more arduous and
far-reaching. Hong Kong possesses the character-
istics of "leaning on the motherland and connect-
ing to the world", and also has solid research ca-
pabilities in traditional Chinese culture. Institu-
tions such as the Chinese University of Hong
Kong have long engaged in multiple exchanges
and cooperations with the Palace Museum in ex-
hibition planning, literature, and ancient artefact
research.

Looking ahead, Hong Kong's academic com-
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Leveraging the Palace Museum's Heritage to Enrich Hong Kong's Cultural Identity

munity can harness its extensive research net-
works and strengths in information technology
to collect and organise data related to Palace
Museum artefacts, contributing to the advance-
ment of Palace Studies and realising the deep in-
tegration of "culture + technology". Moreover,
Hong Kong should tap into the creative energy
of its vibrant cultural and creative industries to
produce derivative works—such as digital media
using 3D technology, films, and comics—that
vividly interpret the stories and cultural signifi-
cance behind the artefacts in an accessible and
engaging manner.

By doing so, the city can promote the out-
standing traditional Chinese culture represented
by the Palace Museum, presenting the timeless
resonance and emotional connection of these ar-
tefacts to younger generations and the global
community. This will inspire a deeper admira-
tion for Chinese culture and encourage participa-
tion in cross-cultural dialogue, fostering mutual
benefit and understanding. It will also mark an
important step towards establishing Hong Kong
as a key hub for cultural and artistic exchange

between China and the world.
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