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Fusing Eastern and Western Cultures to Create Signature Events

E; Recently, two major outdoor
events held at the Central Har-

@ bourfront the Hong Kong
Wine & Dine Festival and the

Water Parade at Victoria Harbour — have

drawn enthusiastic crowds of locals and tour-
ists alike, with throngs of wvisitors and a vi-
brant atmosphere.

The successful staging of these two events
demonstrates that by making good use of
Hong Kong's world-class tourism assets and
highlighting its unique blend of Eastern and
Western cultures alongside its diversity and in-
clusivity, we can, with creativity and thought-
ful planning, develop a thriving "mega event
economy" that is both sustainable and engag-
ing. This can achieve a win-win outcome: at-
tracting high-end visitors, boosting consump-
tion, and promoting premium products and
The success of

that

services across various sectors.

these events offers valuable experience
can be replicated and expanded, helping to re-
alise the vision of "events in every district, vi-
brancy day and night," and further enhanc-
ing Hong Kong's reputation as a tourism capi-
tal and culinary paradise.

In recent years, Hong Kong's tourism indus-

try has faced challenges due to slower-than-ex-
pected global economic recovery and shifts in
visitor spending patterns, including a decline
in overnight stays and spending power. The
both in

commercial

recent success of these two events,

terms of attendance and out-
comes, offers a promising sign of revitalisation
for the sector. First, the Central Harbourfront
enjoys world-class views of Victoria Harbour,
which in itself is a major draw, enabling
events held here to attract large numbers of
tourists and locals.

Second, both events adhered to the principle
of blending Chinese and international elements.
The & Dine

brought together fine wines and cuisines from

"Hong Kong Wine Festival"
31 countries and regions worldwide; the "Water
Parade at Victoria Harbour" featured a collec-
tion of major global IPs, including Doraemon,
KAWS & Sesame Street, McDonald's Grimace,
and a giant inflatable sculpture of the wildly pop-
ular Pop Mart character LABUBU at sea, along-
side themed markets for hot IPs such as K-pop
Demon Hunters, Stranger Things, Snoopy and
the Peanuts Family. Visitors could savour Chi-
nese and international wines and delicacies while

taking photos with the world's most famous in-

flatable IP sculptures — all in one place —
fully embodying Hong Kong's fusion of Eastern
and Western cultures and offering a travel expe-
rience that other cities would find hard to repli-
cate.

Moreover, the food, beverages, and IPs fea-
tured in these events were carefully curated for
quality, novelty, and representativeness. Industry
insiders noted that the offerings were particular-
ly appealing to younger generations. Despite the
hot weather yesterday, public enthusiasm re-
mained high. Exhibitors at the Wine & Dine Fes-
tival reported strong business, with peak crowds
throughout the day and moments of overwhelm-
ing demand —— clear evidence of the event's ef-
fectiveness.

Both the Wine & Dine Festival and the Water
Parade at Victoria Harbour served as excellent
platforms for promotion. With a steady stream
of visitors, the featured products and IPs gained
popularity and positive word-of-mouth, boosting
brand visibility and expanding market opportuni-
ties. The influx of visitors also benefited nearby
shopping centres and restaurants in the Central
Harbourfront area.

These outcomes show that with adaptability

and innovation, the future of Hong Kong's tour-

HALEREE A= EEE R

HEEERZHE FEHEPXMIZ

SO WH 4

==
hiﬁ@m%i 15 1% [ 16 1 o
BB

Rhk o BT EBRBEHRTREY) > 3K
EAE - ARERMEM [RML] > 1
TWRE AE -~ MHHR G FBSA
> SRR DR BRI -

RMEAWM A THEHR > & CHEY A
FEFLEC) 8- X FEEYEHT A
RRZF s TF) AIGErtE 24 TARM
AR - BARIEE ] P JBAaERE
BRI RARALER » BRER AL
REIHRER > Sh 2GR\ E 5 [&] J5
FEMEVKAEZ IR > TEA0 R A AR BT A 77 6
iR BORMA& 2154 > THIRIRHANE &

ism industry remains bright. In recent years, the
city has actively developed cruise tourism and
in-depth travel experiences, aiming to attract
more high-value visitors through diversified strat-
egies that create ripple effects across industries.
To attract a diverse and high-spending tourist
base, offering rich and high-quality travel prod-
ucts is key. The Wine & Dine Festival and Wa-
ter Parade at Victoria Harbour have set a strong
example, and their success merits careful review
and continuous refinement.

Hong Kong is rich in tourism resources. The
West Kowloon Cultural District and Kai Tak
Sports Park are world-class cultural and leisure
venues, and the night view of Victoria Harbour
is hailed as one of the "Top Three Night Views
in the World." The ability to adapt and turn
challenges into opportunities is a core element of
the Hong Kong spirit. With the Government
and the tourism sector committed to reform and
proactive engagement, and by fully leveraging
Hong Kong's tourism assets, we can continue to
deliver distinctive and attractive mega events.
With a steady stream of exciting happenings
across districts and around the clock, the "Pearl
of the Orient" will shine brighter than ever.

Tiffany
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