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Vibrant and Proactive Promotion Ushering in a New Electoral Ethos

Following the improvement of the

electoral system and the implementa-
@ tion of "patriots administering Hong

Kong", the path of democratic devel-
opment has returned to the right track. The era
of division and acrimony has given way to gen-
tlemanly competition, fostering a healthy trans-
formation of electoral culture. The business com-
munity and civil society have responded more ac-
tively to promotional work, with formats more
vivid and lively than before, reflecting the
shared aspiration for quality democracy and add-
ing a brilliant stroke to Hong Kong's journey
from governance to prosperity.

Unity in choosing capable representatives and
building a better Hong Kong together has be-
come the broadest consensus in society. The en-
thusiastic electoral atmosphere reflects people's
recognition of the new electoral system and their
expectations of good governance.

One of the hallmarks of Eighth Legislative
Council election is the eager participation of all
sectors in promotional work. Local associations
have held mobilisation rallies and distributed sou-
venirs calling on citizens to vote on 7 December;
some groups have posted on social media and re-

leased lively videos targeting young first-time vot-
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1. We are coming to Gezzle at a moment when the world traces critical challenges.

&%y : together

2. Simultaneously, we stand at strength of what we call here the intelligent age.
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ers, rallying them with the slogan "vote for you,
vote for me" to contribute to electing capable
representatives. Care teams have deployed ro-
bots at street booth to promote the election; a
group of renowned singers have recorded songs
encouraging voters to build a bright future for
Hong Kong through the ballot.

The media, always at the forefront of election
campaigns, have devoted even greater effort
than before, producing creative and refined
"election maps", candidate manifesto summaries,
constituency information and special booklets.
Election forums under the theme "patriots unit-
ed in governing Hong Kong" have been packed
with journalists and photographers from major
outlets. These promotional activities have en-
abled the public to gain a deeper understanding
of the composition and formation of the Legisla-
tive Council, as well as the visions of different
candidates for Hong Kong's future.

Facing new circumstances, opportunities and
challenges, the Legislative Council, as a vital
component of the governance structure of the
HKSAR, needs constant renewal, fresh thinking
and new impetus. To ensure the election is well
conducted, the Government has earnestly ful-

filled its responsibilities as the organiser and prin-

cipal authority. Various bureaux and depart-
ments have set up dedicated leadership teams to
coordinate and implement publicity and mobili-
sation.

Notably, the Government has arranged for
principal officials and civil servants to record vid-
cos in their native dialects, conveying messages
of enthusiastic voting. The Housing Bureau has
deployed its mascot "HAppy Family" alongside
the Registration and Electoral Office's "Ballot
Box Family" to promote the election across hous-
ing estates. This strategy of connecting with peo-
ple through local ties and neighbourhood sent-
ment has effectively sparked enthusiasm among
voters.

Beyond the Government's efforts, all sectors of
soclety have actively assisted in election promo-
tion, recognising that rational choices in this elec-
tion will ensure the selection of patriotic, capa-
ble and responsible representatives, safeguarding
the steady and long-term implementation of
"One Country, Two Systems". This new elector-
al ethos has not come easily.

Before the electoral system was improved, un-
healthy practices of poor-quality democracy pre-
vailed, with some candidates resorting to insults

and shouting to grab attention, fuelling division

and hostility. Even those concerned about elec-
tions hesitated to participate for fear of being
drawn into conflict.

With the improved system and the implemen-
tation of "patriots administering Hong Kong",
Legislative Council have bid farewell to confron-
tational struggles and returned to rational compe-
tition. A harmonious and rational campaign at-
mosphere has become the key factor motivating
all sectors to step forward, making the election
publicity efforts twice as effective.

In eighth Legislative Council election, the busi-
ness sector, social welfare organisations, commu-
nity groups and the education sector have all
contributed, with promotional efforts markedly
strengthened and Hong Kong's electoral cul-
ture refreshed. This enthusiasm stems from
the determination and resolve of all sectors to
support the Government in governing accord-
ing to law over the years. Through promotional
work, vitality and creativity are stimulated,
which in the long run can inject stronger cohe-
sion and a sense of belonging into society, pro-
viding greater momentum for Hong Kong to
seize opportunities and meet challenges in the fu-
ture.
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iconic Christmas market captivates visitors

(Vienna's most

with its charming ambiance, unique crafts,

and an array of traditional foods, includ-
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