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The Central Kowloon Bypass

(Yau Ma Tei Section) opened to traf-
@ fic on 21 December, reducing the

journey time between Kai Tak and
Yau Ma Tei during peak hours from 30 minutes
to approximately 5 minutes. Enhancing the trans-
port network not only effectively addresses chron-
ic urban congestion but also, in the long term,
boosts cross-border passenger and freight flows.
It strengthens both the soft and hard connectivi-
ty between Hong Kong and other cities in the
Greater Bay Area, injecting robust momentum
into the economic and social development of
both Hong Kong and the Greater Bay Area. All
sectors of society welcome the Government's ef-
forts to accelerate and improve planning, ad-
vance construction, and enhance transport infra-
structure, enabling citizens to share more devel-
opment dividends.

The newly opened Yau Ma Tei section of the
Central Kowloon Bypass has immediately attract-
ed a large number of drivers. Although some
drivers initially took wrong turns, it is believed
that familiarisation with the route, coupled with
prompt improvements by relevant authorities,
will readily resolve any issues. What makes this
project a source of pride for Hong Kong is that
workers had to carry out more than 2,000 under-
ground blasting operations and multiple com-

plex construction procedures in the heart of a
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bustling city, all without disrupting daily traffic,
damaging underground pipelines, or compromis-
ing building structures. The tunnel runs as close
as three metres to MTR underground sections,
and nearby facilities include hospitals. The suc-
cessful completion of the project proves that safe-
ty standards have passed the test.

For a long time, there have been several bot-
tlenecks on roads between East and West Kow-
loon. Argyle Street has multiple traffic lights that
hinder smooth flow; at the end of the East Kow-
loon Corridor, traffic from Chatham Road in
Hung Hom intersects with vehicles heading to
the Cross-Harbour Tunnel, causing congestion;
and the old Gascoigne Road Flyover's design of
"three lanes merging into two, then two into
one" limits traffic capacity.

Meanwhile, Lung Cheung Road in the north
faces ageing issues and poor road conditions.
With the opening of the Central Kowloon By-
pass, drivers will find it easier to travel across dis-
tricts between East and West Kowloon, alleviat-
ing the pain of traffic jams. Infrastructure is the
lifeblood of economic revitalisation. From the
broader perspective of Greater Bay Area devel-
opment, improving road and rail networks—the
"hard connectivity”" —provides the essential foun-
dation for "soft connectivity" within the region,
enabling Hong Kong to seize and share the op-
portunities brought by the Mainland's rapid de-
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Enhancing Speed and Efficiency to Improve Transport and Share More

velopment.

Financial Secretary Paul Chan reiterated in
his blog that the Government will continue
to follow the infrastructure-led and capaci-
ty-creating approach, to expedite the imple-
mentation of railway, trunk road and green
mass transit projects outlined in the Hong
Kong Major Transport Infrastructure Develop-
ment Blueprint. Several projects, including the
Central Kowloon Bypass, directly or indirectly
connect to ports such as the Hong Kong-Zhu-
hai-Macao Bridge, Shenzhen Bay, and Huang-
gang. These will enhance cross-border passen-
ger and freight capacity between Guangdong,
Hong Kong, and Macao in the long term, fa-
cilitating Hong Kong's integration into the na-
tion's high-quality development.

The Government recently announced its invi-
tation to MTR Corporation to commence de-
tailed planning and design for the South Island
Line (Western Section). The earlier section of
the South Island Line, connecting Admiralty to
Ap Lei Chau, has transformed the surrounding
Wong Chuk Hang area from a traditional indus-
trial zone into an emerging commercial and busi-
ness district. The completion of the South Island
Line (Western Section) is expected to similarly re-
vitalise Aberdeen, an area currently reliant on
road transport. Visitors from the Mainland will

be able to reach Aberdeen for sightseeing within
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Development Benefits

approximately one hour by transferring to one
or two rail services from the border. This will ac-
tivate more tourism resources in the Southern
District and generate economic benefits.
Similarly, among the proposed cross-border
railways, the highly anticipated Northern Link
Spur Line will significantly reduce travel
times between Shenzhen and Yuen Long/Tu-
en Mun in Northwest New Territories. More
crucially, it will connect to the newly devel-
oped Northern Metropolis, facilitating
cross-border commuting and commerce. This
will further bridge the divide

two regions, enhance connectivity, and demon-

between the

strate  the Greater Bay Area's status as a
world-class bay area embodying the character-
istics of Chinese-style modernisation.

Currently, major cities in the Greater Bay Ar-
ea adjacent to Hong Kong, such as Shenzhen
and Guangzhou, are witnessing rapid infrastruc-
ture development and transformative urban land-
scapes. Hong Kong should strive to catch up
with the development pace of other cities in the
Greater Bay Area. While ensuring safety and ser-
vice reliability, it should compress planning and
construction timelines to seize the opportunity to
establish Hong Kong's transport arteries. This
will enable Hong Kong to better integrate into

the Greater Bay Area's 'one-hour living circle'.
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