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Cabaret's arrival in HK fosters intimacy, diversity and artistic exploration
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Cabaret is considered by many to be an art form
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that defies easy definition. Since its inception, this per-
formance genre has often encompassed singing, danc-
ing, drama, stand-up comedy, and various original
works, developing distinct styles and becoming a par-
ticularly unique splash of color in Western urban
nightlife. However, for Hong Kong, this type of per-
formance is indeed rare.

Since May 2025, the Tea House Theatre at the
Xiqu Centre in the West Kowloon Cultural District
has transformed into a "Hong Kong-style cabaret" on
WestK  Cabaret

Nights, which allows audiences to enjoy cabaret per-

weekday nights, launching the
formances in a relaxed atmosphere. The program al-
so invites numerous local performing artists and
emerging talents, providing rare stage opportunities
for growing multidisciplinary artists.
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The intimate, diverse, and innovative stage of the
Hong Kong-style cabaret, with its rich, integrated ap-
proach to singing and performance, offers many art-

ists a chance to boldly cross boundaries. On Feb. 9,
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musical theatre actor Edwin Wan will present his au-
tobiographical work Intermission at 35 as part of the
WestK  Cabaret Nights series. Having transitioned
from finance to the stage, pursued advanced studies
at the Royal Academy of Music in the UK, and be-
come a full-time actor in Chung Ying Theatre Com-
pany, earning award nominations, he feels perform-
ing this piece at the age of 35 is "a great opportunity
to look back on myself."
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In Wan's view, the core of cabaret is "interacting
with the audience and sharing a very intimate envi-
ronment with them," breaking the "fourth wall" of tra-
ditional theatre."Hong Kong hasn't had many oppor-
tunities like this for local artists to showcase their sing-
ing and dancing talents in such a small-scale, novel
format. So, this initiative by West Kowloon is also
making excellent use of the Tea House setting to pro-
vide a series of opportunities for local artists."
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The concept of "Intermission" also reflects his cur-
rent state."At 35, it feels like a good time to just
pause and reflect on what I've done in the past and
what I want to do in the future... This intermission
isn't me actively choosing to stop now and rest; it's
more that my life has reached this stage, and it seems
like the right time to think." He particularly noted
that within the industry, the age of 35 is an awkward
yet reflective turning point for male actors, a theme

explored in many musicals.
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Earlier, Wan was nominated for Best Actor in a

Musical at the 33rd Hong Kong Drama Awards for
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his role in Little Shop of Horrors. This holds special
meaning for him: "If T told my younger self from
over a decade ago, still working in a bank, I would
never have believed it." It feels more like a demonstra-
tion of "life's possibilities," allowing him to see the un-
predictability and vastness of fate.
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and family, but the sport quickly caught the atten-
tion of other players) © 2000 -4 > H ZUH ER B
SRAEPYHEF LS E ZE AT - G AnFTAREE ~ it
TR RA > B R Z ORI A 2B (In the
early 2000s, padel tennis began to gain traction in
countries outside of Spain, such as Argentina, Swe-
den, and Italy)
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H# A E > A AT PA in our workplace,
we strive to create a level playing field so that ev-
eryone has the same opportunities for promotion,
regardless of experience °©
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drop the ball in the finals; every point counts. (H
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TAE L > TR LR © 1 really dropped
the ball on that project when I forgot to send the
proposal. I'll make sure to be more attentive next
time.
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During that last match, I was really in the
zone; everything felt effortless.
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Regarding the WestK Cabaret Nights series' in-
tent to showcase a "Hong Kong-style cabaret” fla-
vor, he believes this reflects Hong Kong's unique
diversity and the coexistence of different languages
and cultures. In this performance, he will incorpo-
rate elements of multiple languages, including Can-
tonese and Korean. From receiving Western musi-
cal theatre training to gradually returning to Hong
Kong and Asia, performing in Asian languages, he
feels he has completed a certain stage of growth
and pursuit.

Performing in WestK  Cabaret Nights provides
him with an opportunity to connect and reflect
on this dream-chasing journey: "There's no right
or wrong path. I think the most important thing
in life is to find your own place, to find what
sets your heart at ease, what your heart truly de-
sires."

English Editor: Darius
@DotDotNews Deepline
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I didn't have a fixed plan for the match; I decid-
ed to just play it by ear and respond to my oppo-
nent's moves.
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When I'm writing, I often get in the zone and
lose track of time. It's when I produce my best
work.
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We don't have a fixed agenda for the meeting
yet; let's just play it by ear and see what topics
come up.
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