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Enhancing Measures and Flexible Enforcement to Safeguard Public Road Safety

; The newly amended Road Traffic
A

X/

such as franchised buses, light buses, coaches

Regulations have officially come in-
to force, mandating that passengers

travelling in commercial vehicles—

and goods vehicles—must wear seat belts where
they are fitted.

Offenders are liable to a maximum fine of HK
$5,000 and up to three months' imprisonment.
The objective of the amendment is to enhance
road safety and reduce the risk of casualties in
traffic accidents, and it has received broad sup-
port from the community. That said, challenges
and concerns in practical implementation are in-
evitable at the initial stage. Government depart-
ments have emphasised that the current focus is
on public education, with enforcement guided
by the principle of balancing compassion, reason
and the law. This pragmatic and people-centred
approach is commendable.

The mandatory wearing of seat belts is by no
means arbitrary. According to data from the

Transport Department, seat belts can reduce the

risk of passenger fatalities in head-on collisions
by around 40 per cent, and the risk of serious in-
jury by as much as 70 per cent.

In the 2021 accident in Sha Tin, where a
school bus veered onto a cycle track, all pupils
escaped with only minor injuries precisely be-
cause they were wearing seat belts, clearly dem-
onstrating their crucial protective function. Inter-
national experience also supports this measure:
countries such as the United Kingdom, Australia
and Singapore have long implemented similar
regulations with proven effectiveness. As an inter-
national metropolis, Hong Kong should align it-
self with global safety standards and foster a
shared social consensus on safe travel.

Nevertheless, effective policy implementation
cannot rely solely on legal deterrence. At the ini-
tial stage, it is essential to take into account prac-
tical constraints and public acceptance. Journal-
ists have observed that while most passengers
are willing to comply, some struggle to wear seat
belts due to carrying luggage, having a larger
build, or being elderly or physically frail. In addi-

tion, some older buses are fitted with seat belts
only in the front and rear rows, leaving most pas-
sengers willing but unable to comply. This high-
lights shortcomings in supporting facilities, mak-
ing a humane approach to early enforcement all
the more critical.

Encouragingly, both the Government and the
transport sector have recognised these issues.
The Transport Department has stated that it is
working closely with bus operators to deploy ad-
ditional staff at major termini to promote compli-
ance, while also reminding passengers through
broadcasts, posters and electronic displays.

Citybus and Kwoon Chung Bus have respond-
ed proactively: the former has already installed
seat belts on around 800 buses, while the latter
plans to launch an intelligent "Safe GPT" plat-
form that uses artificial intelligence to analyse
driving behaviour and prevent accidents at
source. These initiatives not only demonstrate
corporate social responsibility, but also lay a sol-
id foundation for the smooth implementation of

the policy.

In the long run, wearing a seat belt should
transition from a legal requirement to a daily
habit and culture. Similar regulations—such as
compulsory seat belts for private car drivers and
front-seat passengers, and mandatory helmets for
motorcycle riders and pillion passengers—also
encountered resistance at the outset, yet are now
widely accepted.

To achieve the same outcome, the Govern-
ment must seize the critical window for "educa-
tion first" by strengthening safety publicity while
accelerating the phasing out of older buses to en-
sure all seats are equipped with compliant seat
belts. Consideration should also be given to im-
proving seat belt design, such as adopting more
user-friendly buckles and increasing adjustability
to cater for passengers with special needs. Only
through continuous enhancement of hardware fa-
cilities and sustained public education can a cul-
ture of voluntary seat belt use truly be cultivat-
ed, making Hong Kong's roads safer and jour-
neys more secure.
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