A21 R B GRS

AR - FME

=5 L EFR

20262 A10R (EH )

s RE ) A5 2 i 4 HLAE TP B R

From cats to canines: HK to expand pet-friendly dining with new dog license

RXEEBE18308EFB (X
bR )

KA R HEBC B R A
il o B R AL R R A T
H B AR Fr BRI 5 R R R
RARRFREHEEER (1 H29H) kg
BN BUR R E AR S A A e R

The 2025 Policy Address proposed pet-friendly

measures, including allowing catering operators to ap-
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ply for licenses to permit dogs on their premises. Sec-
retary for Environment and Ecology Tse Chin-wan
said at the Legislative Council (LegCo) yesterday (Jan.
29) that the SAR government aims to approve the

first round of applications by mid-year.
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Tse stated that one of the key tasks moving for-
ward is to implement the pet-friendly measures pro-
posed in the Policy Address, allowing operators to ap-
ply for licenses permitting dogs in restaurants."Our
goal is to approve the first round of applications by
mid-year, officially lifting the ban that has been in

place for over 30 years."
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He added that the Food and Environmental Hy-
giene Department, in collaboration with other govern-
ment departments, will also adopt a new model in
the first half of the year to expedite the approval pro-

cess for outdoor seating applications at restaurants.
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In the future, restaurants will be able to apply for li-
censes permitting dogs on their premises. Currently,
cats can enter restaurants without an additional li-

cense—only a standard restaurant license is needed.
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The operation of the cat café "QRI" in Mong

Kok can serve as a reference for restaurants planning

to allow dogs in the future. The café 's owner, Mr.
Chan, shared that when the shop opened in June
2024, it offered only food services.

However, due to the emotional stress caused by
long working hours, he began bringing his cats to the
shop in rotation early last year to keep him company.
Surprisingly, customers showed overwhelmingly posi-
tive feedback.
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Currently, the shop has 13 resident cats, and since
their introduction, turnover has increased by about
20%. His interactions with customers have also grown.
“These cats became a topic of conversation... every-
one chats like friends, and I feel happier at work," he

said.
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Approximately half of the café's customers are pass-
ersby, while the other half visit specifically for the
pets. Young people, in particular, show a preference
for such pet-friendly restaurants. During lunch hours,
customers are mostly students and young profession-
als, while the evening crowd consists mainly of mid-
dle-aged, middle-class patrons. Overall, residents have
shown high acceptance and generally positive reac-

tions toward cats.
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Regarding food hygiene, Mr. Chan said that since
introducing cats, only one or two customers have ex-
pressed concerns, such as pet hair floating into food.
However, no formal complaints have been received.

During inspections, the Food and Environmental
Hygiene Department reminded the shop to prohibit

pets from entering food preparation areas. In re-
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sponse, the shop fully enclosed the food preparation
area, added barriers to prevent hair from entering,
separated food preparation from dining areas, and in-
stalled air purifiers to capture odors and hair. Addi-
tionally, cleaning frequency was increased to once or
twice daily. All renovation expenses were kept under
HK$10,000, and the equipment does not require fre-
quent replacement, making it a sustainable operation-

al expense.
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Miss Lee, a customer at the cat café , remarked,
"When visiting a place with pets, I'm already prepared
to encounter cat hair." She does not mind cats jumping
onto tables and can even accept dog barking and other
pets, provided "they are properly managed.”

However, she would still find it unacceptable if pet

owners let their pets run around freely or steal food
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(1) BT (Musée d'Orsay) FIBEZ L (Mon-
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AL 2 B AR AR W) 6 (Musée d'Orsay) 22
T4 T FEARTIIE (the banks of the Seine River) > J& 19
42 5 20 A0 2l B B F ALY 3% (stands as a
testament to the artistic era of the 19th and early
20th centuries) °
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E[GLUR FH A% BN G IR A5 AF YK 1T ] 4% (known for its
extensive collection of Impressionist and Post-Im-
pressionist masterpicces) ° 4% & A LA ik B F| AL &
(Van Gogh) * ¥L%% (Monet) &I (Degas) 5 % %
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FE > BRI AHCRE 35 4EJE 9SS INAE B (Monet's Gardens
in Giverny) » [0 4 Z w5 - HABHL (a living
homage to the famed painter Claude Monet) ° {&
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(times of day) * ZEffi (scasons) FI AR AT (lighting
conditions) FEEHYERE - BT T 5 & L AIE
A A R ] 2 R A (served as his inspira-
tion for his famous works) °
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A & H BT 4 0 B 2 A 5 (showease nature's role
in artistic expression) °
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unique perspective on how visual arts and music in-
tertwine) > A ¥ & B 07 EH AN KSR AT (2
must-visit for lovers of both disciplines) °
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"To colour outside the lines" f# fE [ T B %
B BEE LR S ECR A E O AU BT
B o B FAM #T LAFE ¢ "in his approach to prob-
lem-solving, he often colours outside the lines, find-
ing innovative solutions that others overlook" (fi#
M TTEETT T > MR R ITHCR R > REIP AN
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"To have paint in one's veins" A [ ¥ ) 7T
g ] R - NI AT LIS "growing up in a
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from others. She emphasized that owners have a re-

sponsibility to supervise their pets, which is "funda-
mental” to ensuring a positive experience for other

customers.
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Many non-pet owners also expressed support for
pet-friendly restaurants. Miss Wong admitted that she
loves cats but cannot keep one due to practical con-
straints, but the cats in the restaurant "fill this void
for her."

Regarding allowing dogs in restaurants, she be-
lieves she would welcome it as long as the dogs are
not too large and have a gentle temperament. She is
not overly concerned about issues like barking, noting
that most of the pet dogs she has encountered are
well-behaved, and her acceptance level is quite high.
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family of chefs, she seems to have cooking in her
veins; her dishes are always exceptional” (4 B &
TR BRI 2 > oL B TR AR R > S AR IF
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"The art of compromise” BFVE [ 153 o #8313
HEER TR RG] o WM LUK
"In negotiations, it's important to master the art of
compromise to reach a beneficial agreement for
both sides”  (FEFRHI > 5 42 2 h 1 2L AT AH & o
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carve out a niche" o N - BLAFHFEEE —H T
B BARDNRVE TR > AT LAFL ¢ "She
carved out a niche in the tech industry by focusing
on sustainable technologies, attracting a loyal clien-
tele”  (MURETE R AT RFAEENT - AERHPLATIEBIR T
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His speech about overcoming adversity struck a
chord with many in the audience who had faced
similar challenges. (A7 B 5o IR 55 A9 8 st > 2 7E
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The new marketing campaign really hit the right
note with our target audience, leading to increased
sales.  CHT 94T 8410 BYAH & 75 & BAR R/ 547
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I'm all ears for your updates about the meeting; I
heard it went really well. (373 B HE AR b g
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