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According to the China Manned
in 2026, China's

manned space programme will thor-

Space Agency,

oughly implement the arrangements

outlined in the 15th Five-Year Plan. It plans to
carry out two manned spaceflight missions and
one cargo spacecraft resupply mission. Astro-
nauts from Hong Kong and Macao are expect-
ed to take part in a space station mission as ear-
ly as this year. One astronaut from the Shen-
zhou-23 crew will undertake a one-year resi-
dence experiment. The national 15th Five-Year
Plan proposes accelerating the development of a
spacefaring power, creating vast and brand new
industrial opportunities. Hong Kong should pro-
actively leverage its unique advantages in basic
research, talent cultivation, and international fi-
nancing to deeply participate in and contribute
to the national space economy, applying its
strengths to serve the country's needs and seizing
the momentum to ascend.

From the successful selection of Hong
Kong-based payload specialists as national astro-
nauts to their anticipated first participation in
space missions this year, related developments

have consistently garnered high levels of public

attention in the city. The participation of a
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Hong Kong-trained astronaut in flight missions
demonstrates the nation's full recognition of
Hong Kong's acrospace research capabilities and
reflects the great importance and support the na-
tion accords to the city's development in this
field.

Hong Kong's active participation in the na-
tion's space endeavours has yielded remarkable
achievements. Projects developed by the Hong
Kong Polytechnic University and the Hong
Kong University of Science and Technology
have contributed to or been selected for national
lunar and Mars exploration missions. Currently,
three local universities offer undergraduate and
postgraduate programmes training aerospace pro-
fessionals, producing no fewer than 100 gradu-
ates annually. These accomplishments demon-
strate that the prospect of Hong Kong-trained as-
tronauts undertaking spaceflight missions is no
coincidence. Hong Kong's research and develop-
ment in space technology has yielded abundant
results, and its talent cultivation has been re-
markably effective, fully capable of contributing
to the development of the nation's space endeav-
ours.

Space technology is hailed as the jewel in the

crown of scientific advancement, symbolising a
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nation's pinnacle of integrated modern technolog-
ical development. Space station construction, lu-
nar exploration programmes and manned space-
craft represent key domains within space technol-
ogy. Owing to its high technological density and
industrial influence, it can significantly drive the
rapid development of upstream and downstream
industrial chains, including high-end equipment
manufacturing, commercial space activities, satel-
lite applications and materials science. The 15th
Five-Year Plan proposal explicitly advocates
building a modern industrial system and acceler-
ating the development of a spacefaring nation, el-
evating the aerospace industry to a new strategic
height for the nation.

As the inaugural year of the 15th Five-Year
Plan, Hong Kong leverages its unique strengths
to provide scientific research and talent support
for the nation's aerospace industry development.
Assisting in the large-scale transformation and
application of China's aerospace technology in
international markets is precisely how Hong
Kong proactively aligns with the 15th Five-Year
Plan, better integrating into and serving the
broader national development agenda.

Last year's Policy Address outlined correspond-

ing strategic deployments, including setting up the
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Harnessing Momentum: Hong Kong's Ascent in the Nation's Aerospace Ambitions

Hong Kong Space Robotics and Energy Centre
under the InnoHK research clusters to support
our country's Chang'E-8 mission. The Innovation
and Technology Fund has also allocated over HK
$100 million to advance six aerospace research
projects. The CUHK-1 satellite, supported by the
Fund and developed by The Chinese University
of Hong Kong, has been successfully launched
and entered its designated orbit.

The development of China as a global aero-
space power presents significant opportunities
across the entire industrial chain. Hong Kong can
play a vital role in key areas such as universi-
ty-based fundamental research, the commercialisa-
tion of scientific achievements, professional servic-
es, international financing, insurance, intellectual
property management, and data governance. By
deeply engaging in and contributing to the nation-
al aerospace economic landscape, Hong Kong
can accelerate the continuous research and devel-
opment of its aerospace technology and expedite
the commercialisation of its achievements. This
will enable Hong Kong to seize the opportunities
arising from China's aerospace advancement, in-
jecting robust new momentum into the city's
high-quality economic development.
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