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; The Education Bureau (EDB) is-

X/

viting applications from the private schools to

sued a circular memorandum speci-
fying the conditions of joining the
Private School List (the List) and in-

join the List yesterday (14 April). The introduc-
tion of the List is both pragmatic and for-
ward-looking. While respecting the market-driv-
en nature of private school operation, it establish-
es clear standards and a transparent information
platform. This will not only encourage private
schools to continually enhance their governance,
but also help prevent irregular practices such as
"shell schooling”, thereby safeguarding student
welfare and parents' rights, strengthening public
confidence in Hong Kong's private school sec-
tor, and consolidating Hong Kong's position as
an international education hub that attracts and
nurtures talent for the city's high-quality develop-
ment.

In the past, information asymmetry often
made it difficult for parents to gain a comprehen-
sive understanding of private schools' gover-
nance, financial sustainability and regulatory
compliance when selecting schools for their chil-
dren. One of the core purposes of publishing the
Private School List is to create an official "white
list". Information of schools that meet the rele-
vant conditions will be uploaded to a designated

Education Bureau webpage for public access.
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Parents will be able to obtain, through a
one-stop platform, information on school gover-
nance, financial conditions and compliance with
the Code of Practice for Private Schools, en-
abling them to make informed choices.

The initiative not only addresses parents'
concerns, but also effectively safeguards stu-
dent welfare and parents' rights, providing par-
ents with a sound basis and greater confi-
dence in school selection. At the same time,
the Education Bureau fully recognises the mar-
ket-driven nature of private schools and has
devised the List as a voluntary rather than
mandatory system, reflecting a prudent bal-
ance between regulation and school autonomy.

Schools applying for listing in the List are
required to comply with the conditions over
three key areas,
the

good school governance and safeguarding of

including compliance with

relevant legislations and requirements,

the interests and rights of the key stakehold-
The

specific criteria cover aspects such as school

ers (including the students and parents).

premises, enrolment, financial situation and
transparency on school operation.

Among these, schools are required to sub-
mit auditor's reports of the school over the
past two financial years, demonstrating that
they have not recorded negative net worth

and have received no modified opinions aris-
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Publishing the Private School List to Safeguard Hong Kong's Reputation

ing from the reports. This requirement helps
identify schools with sound financial sustain-
ability and prevents students' learning from be-
ing adversely affected by financial instability.
Schools are also required to enhance opera-
tional transparency, for example by making
school-based policies accessible to stakeholders
through handbooks

and by enabling parents

school websites, student
and other channels,
to participate in the formulation of certain
school-based policies. Such arrangements safe-
guard parents' rights to information and partic-
ipation, while strengthening school accountabili-
ty.

In the

found to have encountered governance or fi-

past, some private schools were

nancial difficulties. There were also cases in-
volving Mainland organisations entering into
so-called "collaborative arrangements” with lo-
cal private schools, claiming to provide Hong
Kong student status for access to publicly
funded local universities, thereby deriving im-
proper profits. Such practices misled parents
and students, undermined their interests and
damaged Hong Kong's education image. The
School  List

from  non-compliant

Private differentiates compliant

Only

schools that continue to meet the conditions

schools ones.

for listing may be included in the List, provid-

ing parents with a reliable reference, reducing
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for Quality Education

the risk of being misled by intermediaries or
inaccurate online information, and helping to
combat and eradicate malpractices such as
"shell schooling" and "shadow student status",
thereby safeguarding Hong Kong's reputation
for quality education.

The publishing of the Private School List
is not merely a regulatory measure, but also
an important platform for promoting quality
enhancement in the sector. For schools that
meet the requirements, getting listed in the
List signifies their commitment to good gover-
nance, safeguarding student interests and main-
taining transparency in school operation,
which helps them establish credibility in a
competitive environment, gain parents' trust
and attract quality student intake.

As Hong Kong continues to advance the
development of an international education
hub, quality private education resources form
an important element in attracting families of
talent from both home and abroad to the
city. Through the publishing of the Private
School List, Hong Kong can further demon-
strate. a  well-regulated,  transparent  and
high-standard private school sector, better le-
veraging the strengths of its education system
and nurturing a diversified pool of talent in
support of high-quality development.
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