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Social Media Must Take Responsibility to Eradicate lllegal Gambling

The quadrennial World Cup kicks
off this week. Powerhouse nations
from around the world will showcase
spectacular matches on the football
pitch, attracting not only football fans but also on-
line illegal gambling platforms to stir into action,
secking to lure people into placing bets through
various channels. Online gambling takes many
forms; not only is it highly addictive, but it is also a
direct breach of Hong Kong law.
The police
CROWBEAK

strengthen prevention,

have launched "Operations
WINDSHIELD" to

education and enforce-

and

ment, urging the public to refrain from partici-
pating in illegal gambling while enjoying the
matches. However, curbing the gambling
trend cannot rely solely on law enforcement.
Social media platforms and messaging applica-
tions should also shoulder their responsibilities
by blocking all illegal gambling information
and helping to create a clean and harmless
viewing environment.

wide-

Since became

betting on football

spread, illegal gambling activity has surged
during every major tournament. During UE-
FA Euro 2024, police anti-illegal gambling op-
erations resulted in the arrest of 735 individu-
als for gambling-related offences, while 1,104
people were arrested during the 2022 World
Cup. Under the law, any gambling activity
conducted outside licensed establishments or
websites—such as those authorised by the
Hong Kong Jockey Club or licensed mahjong
parlours—is illegal. This includes placing bets,
accepting wagers, or operating gambling ven-
ues or platforms. Even if the platform oper-
ates overseas, placing bets online from Hong
Kong remains unlawful.

Online gambling often lures people with a wide
range of gameplay and high odds. It wraps and
promotes itself in sugar-coated poison, such as " bo-
nus rewards for betting". Some people, especially
young people, bet with the mentality of "winning
big with a small stake". It starts with "there's no
harm in trying", "feeling bad about turning down

a friend", or "joining in the fun during the World
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Cup", before they gradually find themselves ad-
dicted and unable to break free.

The consequences of gambling addiction are se-
vere, including debt, strained family relationships,
and declining academic performance. Participa-
tion in illegal online gambling operations may also
result in criminal liability. In recent years, online
gambling platforms have shifted to using online
banking or cryptocurrencies for settlement, while
some have set up "betting tips groups” on messag-
ing platforms or used advertisements to entice par-
ticipants.

Illegal gambling, especially football betting
information, has a particularly profound im-
pact on young people. Studies show that indi-
viduals who engage in gambling before the
age of 18 have a risk of over 80% of develop-
ing gambling disorders later in life. If expo-
sure begins before the age of 12, the risk
may increase fourfold.

Ahead of the World Cup, the Government
has adopted a multi-pronged approach to com-

bat illegal gambling. In addition to strict en-
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forcement, the police, the Home and Youth
Affairs Bureau, the Ping Wo Fund, and Dis-
trict Fight Crime Committees have entered
schools and communities to conduct education-
al initiatives, helping young people understand
the dangers of illegal gambling.

However, beyond the Government and vol-
untary organisations, social media also needs
to fulfil its social and legal responsibilities. It
should establish more effective "firewalls" to
block unlawful information and prevent itself
from being used as a channel for disseminat-
ing illegal gambling content. Accounts previous-
ly involved in illegal betting activities or ac-
cepting wagers should also be banned. Foot-
ball is inherently a healthy sport that benefits
both mind and body. If it becomes a tool for
illegal gambling platforms to amass profits
and mislead young people into addiction, it is
certainly not what the sports sector or society
wishes to see. All stakeholders must work to-
gether to keep the public away from gambling.
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