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A recent visit to Bhutan prompted reconsideration
of my assumptions about life and education. While
popular accounts highlicht Bhutan's Gross National
Happiness, the country faces complex social, econom-
ic and educational challenges. Reading Dr. Dorji
Thinley's Teacher Education in Bhutan—Perspectives
on Teaching, Leadership, and Change reframed
teacher education not merely as professional certifica-
tion but as an intellectual, ethical and socially situat-
ed endeavour. Thinley's account—particularly the pro-
logue's claim that academic work is "a commitment
to something larger than the self" —invites educators
to view professional development as a sustained mor-

al and civic project rather than a series of metrics.
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My early career from 2007 resembled professional
survival: teaching AS Level English in a girls' second-
ary school under an examinationdriven curriculum,
with heavy marking and a narrow focus on test per-
formance. This experience revealed the limits of good
intentions and subject knowledge alone; to teach re-
sponsibly I needed deeper pedagogical, cultural and
research literacy. Thinley describes teacher education
as "a moral project that brings together culture, spiri-
tuality, service, and scholarship" , expanding develop-

ment beyond technical skills to include values and the

consequences of pedagogical choices.
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A central theme in Thinley's book is the "Middle
Way", framing Bhutan's educational vision as a pur-
suit of balance—between mind and conduct, individu-
al needs and community responsibility, tradition and
modernity. This counters purely performance-driven
conceptions of education: while assessment and em-
ployability matter, they are insufficient if education's
aim is reduced to grades or rankings. From the Mid-
dle Way perspective, teacher education should culti-
vate judgment, compassion and civic responsibility;
student learning should form "good persons", not
merely high achievers. These values—kindness, wis-
dom, avoidance of harm—are difficult to quantify but
shape responses to struggling students, institutional
definitions of success, classroom inclusivity and appli-
cations of knowledge beyond academia. Thinley's
stance is particularly relevant when institutions face
pressure for international visibility and competitive

metrics.
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Thinley's arguments prompted me to interrogate
my own courses: Do they merely prepare students to
pass assessments, or do they nurture empathy, dia-
logue and intellectual growth? How might a language
classroom simultaneously build communicative compe-
tence and responsible global citizenship? These ques-

tions underscore the need to align curriculum design

with broader ethical and social aims.
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My current funded action research project is to use
culturally rich children's literature to facilitate intercul-
tural exchange between local and overseas students.
The intervention had two phases. Phase one intro-
duced stories from diverse traditions (e.g., The Empty
Pot, The Three Questions, The Lost Girl) and asked
students to respond to reflective prompts that connect-
ed text themes with personal experience. Phase two
paired local and overseas students to compare re-
sponses and discuss similarities and differences, not to
adjudicate cultural correctness but to surface how in-
terpretation is shaped by histories, educational back-

grounds and assumptions.
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Pedagogically, the activity required careful reading,

articulation of personal viewpoints, comparison of in-
terpretations and respectful engagement—using lan-
guage both as an object of study and as a vehicle for
intercultural  understanding.  Participants  became
more aware of assumptions, and differences became
starting points for inquiry rather than evidence of er-
ror. The project demonstrates how university lan-
guage centres can support linguistic development
while fostering thoughtful, socially responsible partici-

pation in diverse communities.
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Thinley's reflection that the Middle Way harmonis-
es "inner discipline with social conduct, knowledge
with wisdom, and self with others" foregrounds the
distinction between knowledge and wisdom. Knowl-
edge equips students to analyse and communicate;
wisdom guides how knowledge is interpreted and
used ethically. In language education, technical com-
petence must be complemented by awareness of lan-
guage's social and moral effects—how it includes or

excludes, clarifies or distorts.
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Thinley's prescriptions are culturally situated; they
do not translate uncritically to all contexts. Education-
al philosophies emerge from particular cultural and in-
stitutional conditions, and academic integrity de-
mands such caveats. The value of the book lies in
prompting educators elsewhere to question assump-
tions and priorities: to pause, listen attentively, and
consider whether practices support both academic out-

comes and humane development.
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Teacher Education in Bhutan reminds us that edu-

cation is both professional practice and moral respon-
sibility. Effective education should combine assess-
ment of literacy and disciplinary expertise with com-
passion, reflection and civic purpose. For educators,
the task is to design curricula and systems that trans-
form aspiration into habits of responsible action—cul-
tivating not only knowledge but the wisdom to use it

well.
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